
MSL Learn Webinar Series
Learning about Libraries and the Montana Legislature
March 22, 2024



How We Gather
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•Rename with Name 
and Library or Town

•Share Questions in 
Chat

•Raise Hand to Speak



Today’s Hosts

Jennie 
Stapp

State Librarian

Alissa 
Wolenetz

MLA Government 
Affairs Committee 

Co-chair

Rachel 
Rawn

MLA Government 
Affairs Committee 

Co-chair

Cara Orban

Library Consortia 
Director

Tracy Cook

Lead Statewide 
Consulting Librarian
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Today’s Agenda

Learn about the legislative process in 
Montana

Understand the role of the Montana 
State Library and the role of the 
Montana Library Association.

Understand how YOU can become 
involved in the legislative process.



A Long 
Partnership and 
History of Action 

Montana State Library 
Association Incorporated1906
County Library Law 
Passed1915
State Library Extension 
Commission Law Passed1929

MSLA Bulletin Starts1939

Commission funded1945
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Then and Now
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The Legislature



Structure of the Legislature

• Bicameral and biannual
• Job of the Legislator 

‒ from “A Guide to the Montana Legislature”

• Role of committees
‒ Interim
‒Session

• How a bill becomes law
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https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf


   



The Key Players

You!

MSL

MLA
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Role of MSL

What We Can Do
• Work with stakeholders, the 

Commission, and the Governor's 
office to identify and propose 
funding and legislative needs

• Support legislation that has been 
approved by the Governor's office

• Provide information about 
legislation that impacts libraries or 
MSL

• Provide data and information to 
answer questions related to 
legislation

What We Can’t Do
• Support budget requests or 

legislation that hasn't been 
approved by the Governor's office

• Take positions on legislation that 
are outside the scope of MSL's 
authority
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What You Can Do!
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Participate and 
Stay Informed

Join MLA
Volunteer for the 
Government Affairs 
Committee
Talk to your local 
legislator between 
sessions. It really makes 
a difference!
Attend legislative night 
during the session.

Communicate with 
Trustees, Friends, 
and Foundations

Communicate with 
Local Government 
Officials
Statewide elected 
officials
County officials
City officials

Connect with Civic 
Organizations and 
Leaders



Role of MLA

What We Do
• Act on Resolutions of the 

Membership
• Role of Government Affairs
• Process during and between 

legislative sessions
• How we handle tricky issues 

– involvement of the 
executive board

What We Don’t Do
• Act on items that haven't 

been discussed by MLA
• Intentionally harm 

relationships
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Your Boundaries
• Check with your employer
• Public employees have 

limitations on engaging in 
advocacy
• Lobbying FAQ from the 

Commissioner of Political 
Practices

14

https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ


Call to Action
Choose something you will 
pursue in the coming year!
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All ideas are 
worthwhile!

Reach out to MSL or 
MLA with legislative 
items

Be proactive!
Laying the 
groundwork for future 
legislation takes time

Review the 2024 MLA Resolutions

Attend MSL Commission Meetings



Links from Live Webinar
• History of MLA (MLA Website)
• 1939 MLA Bulletin
• MSL History Playlist 
• Montana History Portal - MSL 

Newsletter Collection
• ASPeN Event Calendar
• How to Access Resources in

the Event Calendar

• Guide to the Montana 
Legislature

• Legislative Interim 
Committees

• MT Legislature Website
• MSL Commission Calendar
• MLA Website
• Lobbying FAQ from the 

Commissioner of Political 
Practices 
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https://mtlib.org/History-of-MLA
https://archive.org/details/bulletin19391943mont/page/n3/mode/2up
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRaydtZpHu2p7UYt2F8Fr_yZDh50OSUsq&feature=shared
https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/113705
https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/113705
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events
https://youtu.be/cwwqiVd13wY?feature=shared
https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/
https://leg.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/commission/Commission-Calendar
https://mtlib.org/
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ


Questions?



Up Next
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April 9 Montana’s Water Information Resources

NEW - April 11 Digital Opportunities Planning Webinar

April 17-20 MLA Annual Conference

April 23 Connecting with Local Government Officials

April 30 MontanaLibrary2Go: Filling Local Holds with 
Advantage



MSL YouTube 
Channel
• Look for the MSL 

Learn Webinar 
Series Playlist

• Access new 
recordings

• Subscribe! 

19



Access Resources, Recording, and 
Claim Credits
• Visit today’s event 

in the ASPeN 
Event Calendar

• Download 
Resources

• Access Recording
• Claim Credits
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MSL Evaluation Survey
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Thank you!

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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