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How We Gather

*Rename with Name
and Library or Town

LA »Share Questions in
]\ Chat

*Raise Hand to Speak
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Today’'s Hosts

" Montana Library Association

From the Mountains to the Prairies
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Today’s Agenda

-

Learn about the legislative process in
Montana

.

~

Understand the role of the Montana
State Library and the role of the
Montana Library Association.

)
\

\
>
Understand how YOU can become
involved in the legislative process.

o

AN
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MONTANA STATE LIERARY ASS0CTATICN BULLETIN

Vols 1 July = Aufust, 1839 -
At the recent meeting of the Montana State Library Asacciation in
OI l Helena it was denided to iszsue a tulletin every second month, with the
gcooperating libraries each sponsoring an issue. This firat laosue

comes from the Wissouls Publie Library and the Mizsoula County Free
Iibrary:

|
I a rtn e rS h I a n d New officeras of the Aszsecciation for the year 1939-1940 are:
President = Marpgaret Fulmer, Parmly Billings Memorial Liorary,

Billinge; Vice-President - Bessie Jeatak, Great Falls Public Library:
secretary - Doris Wilson, Montana State College Library, Bozeman; and

| ] ]
H IStor Of ACtlon Treasurer = Lueille Grove, KEalispell Public Library.
The meeting in Helena was well attended, and all in attendance

report a pleasant and profitable Cime. It was declded by vote of the
membership to hold the 1940 meeting in Billings.

The fasocialion neads more members and larfer represencation from
Montana State lerary tHe smaller libraries if it is to serve Mentana to the best ‘advantage.
Of the three "library bills" introduced at the last session of

906 ASSOC|a‘t|0n Incorporated the Legiasleture, one bocame law, that permitting two o6r more countles

to. join in eatablishing and supporting A central library; or contract-
ing for sountywids service Trom an exisating library, The purposs of

Count lerar LaW this law is to provide a way for countiss of low wvaluation to have
91 5 y y adeguate library service. ith the maximum support for a county lib=-

rary limited to one mill mary counties can mot adegquately support A
PaSSGd aounty library, while tso of more acting tessther could provide county-
wride service for thamselvea. Buch & reglonal Library il established
need not abolish any existing library or curtail 4ts aotivities.

929 State lerary ExtenS|0n Hather it should supplement the service alrc':'.:!j; exliating,., Would jrour

county benefit by such a regional library?

CommISSIOn LaW Passed Festured spealkers at the Hslena mesting were Miss Jeannetbs

Ml ek rdl =
Ranlein, former consrassworan from Montana, and Miss FEdith Goantt,
apecialist in publie 1¥braries from the Library Diviaion of the Qffics
of Edusetlon, Washington, D.:G.

939 MSLA Bu”etln Starts Committenn hpgn:ir‘tf-:‘l for the m::'-r;;;lh:r,any- are

Revision of ulwe Certilication Miss H. Wlnnifred Feirhner,
5 - = - . o » Wi . . -
Wigs Erin Janzig, Miss MeDonnsll,

onsideraticn of approprilation: Mlss Luecille Ag Ilerdan, Misa
Ca

ithering Yhite, YMiss Ineg Retelin,

945 . . l"lnrir'-':‘:.!_-,r Misa Nina My Perd, lirs, M.G, Durlingame; Mlas
COmmISSIOn funded Dorothy Phelpa, i'l'.:*:'.. Elizabeth CGarber, Miss Mary Botten,
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Then and Now

Montana Libraries '
Vel. XIIl April, 1950 No. 3 mqnfafla o[,t'érari_ea

Vol. XV

JULY, 1962 No. 4

TRUSTEES ISSUE

- e
o S

TRUSTEE CONFERENCE PLANNING COMM E

The Library in The
MSLA Legislative Process

May 68, Great Falls
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The Legislature




Structure of the Legislature

Bicameral and biannual
Job of the Leqislator

— from “A Guide to the Montana Legislature’

Role of committees
—Interim
—Session

How a bill becomes law

B

A Legislator's Job

The job of a state legislator is very demanding, even though it's only
part-time.

Your legislator must be dedicated and committed.

Your legislator must study hard to understand many different subjects
— from agriculture to health to transportation.

Your legislator must make important decisions under heavy pressure
from people with many different beliefs and interests.

Your legislator must balance the needs of constituents with what is
best for all Montanans.

Ultimately, your legislator helps to determine the quality of life in
Montana. It’s an important job!
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https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf

# MONTANA

STATE LIBRARY Approve Contribute Monitor
Executive Planning Process and the State Library Budget and Legislation Return to Calendar
— Even Years-
APR AUG SEP NOV
Start of Executive Workplans that reflect Final Governor’s Agency legislation
Planning Process legislative priorities Budget submissions approved and finalized
(EPP) and available due by Governor and
resources Governor's Budget
released
JAN JAN-APR JAN-APR MAY AUG
Legislative Session Bill Hearings Budget Hearings Legislative Session Workplans that reflect
opens closes legislative pricrities
and available
resources

» Odd Years—




The Key Players
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Role of MSL

What We Can Do

- Work with stakeholders, the
Commission, and the Governor's
office to identify and propose
funding and legislative needs

» Support legislation that has been
approved by the Governor's office

* Provide information about
I\ﬁglﬁlatlon that impacts libraries or

 Provide data and information to
answer questions related to
legislation

What We Can’t Do

« Support budget requests or
legislation that hasn't been _
approved by the Governor's office

- Take positions on legislation that
are outside the scope of MSL's
authority
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What You Can Do!

Participate and
Stay Informed

Join MLA

Volunteer for the
Government Affairs
Committee

Talk to your local
legislator between
sessions. It really makes
a difference!

Attend legislative night
during the session.

Communicate with
Trustees, Friends,
and Foundations

il

Communicate with
Local Government
Officials

Statewide elected
officials

County officials
City officials

o9 e
N

Connect with Civic
Organizations and
Leaders
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Role of MLA

What We Do What We Don’t Do

 Act on Resolutions of the  Act on items that haven't
Membership been discussed by MLA

* Role of Government Affairs * Intentionally harm

- Process during and between relationships

legislative sessions

- How we handle tricky issues
— involvement of the
executive board
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Your Boundaries

» Check with your employer

* Public employees have
limitations on engaging in
advocacy

 Lobbying FAQ from the
Commissioner of Political

Practices

MONTANA STATE LIBRARY
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https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ

Call to Action

Choose something you will
pursue in the coming year!
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Links from Live Webinar

* History of MLA (MLA Website) ¢ Guide to the Montana

+ 1939 MLA Bulletin Legislature
- MSL History Playlist * Legislative Interim
Committees

 Montana History Portal - MSL

Newsletter Collection * MT Legislature Website
- ASPeN Event Calendar * MSL Commission Calendar
. How to Access Resources in  ~ MLA Website
the Event Calendar * Lobbying FAQ from the
Commissioner of Political
Practices
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https://mtlib.org/History-of-MLA
https://archive.org/details/bulletin19391943mont/page/n3/mode/2up
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRaydtZpHu2p7UYt2F8Fr_yZDh50OSUsq&feature=shared
https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/113705
https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/113705
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events
https://youtu.be/cwwqiVd13wY?feature=shared
https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/About-the-Legislature/2019guide-montana-legislature.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/eic/
https://leg.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/commission/Commission-Calendar
https://mtlib.org/
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Legislative-Session-and-Lobbying/Lobbying-FAQ

Questions?




Up Next
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MSL YouTube
Channel

* Look for the MSL
Learn Webinar
Series Playlist

* Access new
recordings

* Subscribe!

Montana State Library

sl @montanastatelibrary 157 subscribers 131 videos

The Montana State Library helps all organizations, communities, and Mont... >

msl.mt.gqov

HOME VIDEOS PLAYLISTS COMMUNITY CHANNELS ABOUT Q

MSL Meetings

State Library 2023 Public Library MT Land Information Metwork Advisory
Comin Standards Task Force Advisory Council Council Meeting:
Meeting

7 3 23 February 3, 2023: 9:30 am

55 videos 14 videos
MSL Commission Meetings 2023 Public Library Standards  Montana Geospatial Information Network Advisory Council (NAC)
Public - Playlist Task Force Advisory Council Public - Playlist
Updated 5 days ago Public - Playlist Public - Playlist View full playlist
View full playlist View full playlist View full playlist

Learn with MSL

o
s Lo s e
[
MSL Learn Webinar Series Tiny Tech Trainings Montana Shared Catalog 2023-24 MLN Virtual Webside Chats
Public - Playlist Public - Playlist Public - Playlist Programming Series Public - Playlist
Updated 7 days ago View full playlist view full playlist Public - Playlist Updated 3 days ago
View full playlist Updated 4 days ago View full playlist

View full playlist
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Access Resources, Recording, and
Claim Credits

Visit today's event (& 17 CLITEN oo o Drecoy
in the ASPeN R
Eve nt Calendar AdvancedFiIteringm

D OWI I I O a d ol today month | week  day

April 2024

Resources
* Access Recording
 Claim Credits

2p MSC Office Hours

7 8 10 11

g
10a 2024 MSL Leamn Webir | 6:30p MLN Virtual Program | 1p Digital Opportunities Pla

21 22 23 24 25 26
9a MSL Consulting and CE 10a Golden Plains library fe§ 11a Spring 2024 Tamarack Federation Meeting
p Connecting with [ ocg
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MSL Evaluation Survey
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2 MONTANA
STATE LIBRARY

A GREATER STATE OF KNOWLEDGE

Thank you!

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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