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How We Gather
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•Rename with Name 
and Library or Town

•Share Questions in 
Chat

•Raise Hand to Speak



Webside Chat
• MSL Updates

‒Public Library Standards 
Procedure

‒Montana Digital Opportunity 
Plan

‒Network Advisory Council 
updates

‒Upcoming Webinars and 
Events

• Information and News Sources
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Public Library Standards - Process
• To help libraries meet the public library 

standards we have updated the process. 
Some changes we have made:
‒ Sending reminders in March
‒ Using LibPas – the same software you 

use for your statistics to collect 
information

‒ More support from the consultants if a 
library needs to complete a deferral

‒ Providing a grace period where libraries 
can work with their statewide consultant 
to meet a standard

• We also explain how deferrals work and 
what to consider as you complete the public 
library standards.

• You can review the entire document on our 
website.
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https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/library_development/consulting/standards/


Montana Digital Opportunity Plan
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Montana Digital Opportunity Plan
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Montana Digital Opportunity Plan
Goals
• Broadband Availability and 

Affordability
• Online Accessibility and 

Inclusivity
• Digital Skills
• Device Availability and 

Affordability

Covered Populations
• Persons 60 or over
• Incarcerated individuals
• Veterans
• Persons with disabilities
• Individuals with language barrier
• Rural residents
• Members of ethnic/racial 

minority
• Individuals not exceeding 150 

percent poverty level
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Montana Digital Opportunity Plan

• Planning guide available on 
MSL website under 
Consulting – Technology

• Watch for webinar week of 
April 8

• Kate McMahon will be at MLA 
and available to meet with 
librarians interested in 
planning for Digital 
Opportunity grants
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30-second Balance Break

 Stretch
 Look Away from Your Screen
 Think About Any Questions You Have
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Network Advisory Council 
March 11 Meeting Update
• Agenda
• Highlights:

‒Public Library Standards 
road map discussion

‒Technical support 
recommendations and next 
steps

‒Library staff salary study

The Network Advisory Council 
(NAC) represents the interests 
of all types of Montana libraries 
and maintains the perspective 
of statewide geographical 
balance as it explores ways to 
help libraries; assesses 
community needs; identifies 
innovation opportunities; 
reviews and evaluates the 
feasibility, design, and 
outcomes of statewide library 
projects; assists with statewide 
planning, and advises the State 
Librarian and the State Library 
Commission.
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https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/20240304093057_25516.pdf
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/network_advisory_council/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/network_advisory_council/


Links from Live Webinar Chat

• SOP Public Library Standards
• Digital Opportunity Plan 
• ASPeN Event Calendar for 

date and time  
• Network Advisory Council 

• March 11 NAC Agenda
• NAC Meeting Recording 
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https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/library_development/consulting/standards/2024SOPPublicLibraryStandards.pdf
https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/library_development/consulting/DEPlanningGuide2024.pdf
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events
https://msl.mt.gov/about/commission_councils/network_advisory_council/
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/20240304093057_25516.pdf
https://youtu.be/ujwW8Xb20yY?feature=shared


Upcoming Webinars and Events
• March 22

‒ Learning about Libraries and the Montana Legislature
• April 9

‒ Montana’s Water Information Resources
• April 17-20

‒ Montana Library Association Annual Conference
• April 23

‒ Connecting with Local Government Officials
• Visit the ASPeN Event Calendar for More!

‒ Coming in May
• New Webinar Series: Connecting with Local Government 

Officials
• Trustee Workshops with the MSU Local Government Center in 

Billings and Havre
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https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/


Questions?



Information and News Sources

• MSL Website
• Newsletters
• MSL Help Desk
• ASPeN Events Calendar
• MSL Learn
• MSL YouTube Channel
• Email/call any MSL staff 

member
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https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


MSL Evaluation Survey
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Jennie Stapp
State Librarian
jstapp2@mt.gov
406-444-3115

Next Webside Chat
Friday, May 10, 2024

mailto:jstapp2@mt.gov
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