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Zooming like a pro!

Rename Yourself

• Open “Participants”
• Hover over your name
• Click “Rename”

• Include your name 
and library

Chat

• Click the “Chat” icon to 
add your comments or 
questions.
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Webside Chat
• MSL Updates

‒Resource Sharing
‒Upcoming Events

• Information and News Sources
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Definition: Resource Sharing

Any resource including, but not limited to, the 
information resources, technologies, 
platforms, expertise, and services that are 
shared by Montana libraries of any type, in 
service of their users to ensure that 
Montanans have access to the library content 
and services they need. 
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Book and tablet images O365 stock photos. Computers image by Sergei Tokmakov, Esq. https://Terms.Law from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/sergeitokmakov-3426571/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=7010205
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=7010205
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Montana Laws and Milestones
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1895
State 
Circulating 
Libraries 
created in 
Article II, 
Section 
2410 of the 
Revised 
Codes of 
Montana 
(RCM)

1905
Historical 
Society and 
University of 
Montana 
libraries ship 
books out to 
libraries

1915
County 
Library laws 
created in 
RCM

1929
State Library 
Extension 
Commission 
created in 
RCM

1946
Commission 
is funded 
and state 
librarian 
hired

1956
Passage of 
Library 
Service Act 
by U.S. 
Congress
Northwest 
Federation 
of Libraries 
formed



More MCA and Milestones
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1979
Enacted in 15-
35-108, MCA
(i)1% to the earmarked 
revenue fund to the 
credit of the state 
library commission for 
the purposes of 
providing basic library 
services for the 
residents of all 
counties through 
library federations 
and for payment of 
the costs of 
participating in 
regional and national 
networking;

1989
22-1-327 and 22-
1-328, MCA 
State aid monies 
to libraries 
passed by the 
Montana 
Legislature (1) 
Per capita, per 
square mile and 
(2) interlibrary 
loan 
reimbursement

1999
22-1-328, 
MCA interlibrary 
loan 
reimbursement 
amended
OCLC cost 
sharing 
implemented

2002
Montana Shared 
Catalog 
administered at 
the State Library

2008
E-content pilot 
started with 
LSTA funds for 
13 libraries

2009
Legislature 
amends 22-1-
328, MCA 
Statewide 
interlibrary 
resource-sharing 
program

2010
Administrative 
Rules of 
Montana (ARM) 
adopted by the 
Commission to 
repurpose 
funding for 
interlibrary loan 
reimbursements 
to libraries and 
designated the 
funds for 
“resource 
sharing ARM 
10.102.4001
RESOURCE 
SHARING

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10%2E102%2E4001


More Milestones in Resource Sharing
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2012

Butte-Silver Bow 
Public Library 
contracts with 
Critelli Couriers to 
start a courier 
service between 
public libraries in 
Western Montana 
which connects 
with the MSC 
Partners courier 
system served by 
the Rimrock 
Stages bus 
service. The 
service is paid for 
by the participating 
libraries, and MSL 
provides LSTA 
startup funds for 
new participants.
MTLib2Go is a 
statewide project 
at MSL

2015

MSL contracts with 
Critelli Couriers

2016

Treasure State 
Academic 
Information & 
Library Services 
(TRAILS) 
Consortium Starts

2020

MTLib2Go 
surpasses one 
million annual 
checkouts for the 
first time. 
MTLib2Go 
partners with the 
Montana Schools 
Shared OverDrive
consortium to 
provide student 
access to age-
appropriate titles 
from the 
MTLib2Go juvenile 
and young adult 
collections.

2021

MTLib2Go adds 
downloadable, 
simultaneous 
access magazines 
to its collection 
using federal 
CARES monies.

2022

MTLib2Go adds 
access to learning 
resources Method 
Test Prep, The 
Great Courses, 
and Universal 
Class using 
federal American 
Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) monies.

What’s Next?



What Does Resource Sharing Look Like?
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What Does the Future Look Like?

• What haven’t we considered?
• What are your patrons asking 

for?
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1-Minute Balance Break

 Stretch
 Look Away from Your Screen
 Think About Any Questions You Have
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Upcoming Events
• January 23 

‒ US Census Data and Tools
• January 30 

‒ Tiny Tech Training: Universal Class
‒ Facilities Management for Libraries

• February 16
‒ MSL Commission Meeting

• March 11
‒ Network Advisory Council Meeting

• April 18
‒ MLA Conference: Resource Sharing in Montana: 

Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 
• Visit the ASPeN Event Calendar for Meeting Links 

and Information
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Information and News Sources
• MSL Website
• Newsletters
• MSL Help Desk
• ASPeN Events Calendar
• MSL Learn
• MSL YouTube Channel
• Email/call any MSL staff 

member
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https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


Questions?



MSL Evaluation Survey
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Jennie Stapp
State Librarian
jstapp2@mt.gov
406-444-3115

Next Webside Chat
Friday, February 23, 2024

mailto:jstapp2@mt.gov
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