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The content of this document is organized in a timeline, with a focus on statutes, rules, and policy documents related to professional 

qualifications and public library standards. 

Terms 

RCM – Revised Codes of Montana.  Montana’s statutes from 1889 until implementation of 1972 Constitution. 

MCA – Montana Code Annotated.  Montana’s statutes from 1978 to present. 

ARM – Administrative Rules of Montana.  Formal business rules adopted by state agencies granted rule making authority.  

https://archive.org/collection/revisedcodesofmontana?tab=collection
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/index.html
https://rules.mt.gov/default.asp
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Observations 

Montana’s State Library Commission most recently adopted certification requirements for public library directors of 60 hours of 

continuing education earned over a 4-year period on June 14, 2023. With some variations this has been in place since 1990.  

However, professional library education has been an important part of qualification to work in Montana’s libraries since the earliest 

enabling legislation was enacted in 1915. 

Qualification for employment as a county library director has assumed completion of a professional library degree from a recognized 

library school since 1915. 

The State Library Commission, even before being formally established in 1929, was named as the body to set the standards and 

qualifications for public libraries and their directors in the 1923 RCM publication. 

The connection between RCM, MCA and ARM are consistent with the defined authority of the State Library Commission to “act as a 

state board of professional standards and library examiners, develop standards for public libraries, and adopt rules for the 

certification of librarians.” 

From 1931 until 1945, the Montana Library Association assumed responsibility for librarian certification.  The Montana State Library 

Extension Commission was inactive and unfunded during this period.  

Certification became the term of art for public library directors with the 1990 adoption by the State Library Commission of a 

certification program. 

The ARM for public library standards did not tie director certification to state funding until 1999. 
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Timeline 

1887 - 1929 

Year Detail Source 

1887 

 
“Some suitable person . . .” 
 
Melvil Dewey establishes the first library school in the U.S. at Columbia University 

Territorial Library 
 
https://archive.org/details/compile
dstatutes00unse/page/1064/mode
/2up?q=library  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educa
tion_for_librarianship#Historical_d
evelopment  

1909 University of Montana initiates Library Science courses of instruction with enrollment for 
Fall 1909. 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/vi
ewcontent.cgi?article=1062&conte
xt=coursecatalogs_asc  

1915 RCM 

 
“graduate of a library school” 
 

https://archive.org/details/1915sup
plementto00unse/page/1058/mod
e/2up?q=library  

1919 University of Montana offers Library Economy bachelor’s degree course of study, 
University Librarian Gertrude Buckhous, department chair and assistant professor 

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/vi
ewcontent.cgi?article=1072&conte
xt=coursecatalogs_asc  

https://archive.org/details/compiledstatutes00unse/page/1064/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/compiledstatutes00unse/page/1064/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/compiledstatutes00unse/page/1064/mode/2up?q=library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://archive.org/details/1915supplementto00unse/page/1058/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/1915supplementto00unse/page/1058/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/1915supplementto00unse/page/1058/mode/2up?q=library
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1072&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1072&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1072&context=coursecatalogs_asc
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Year Detail Source 
1927 

 

https://archive.org/details/revisedc
odesofmo02unse_1/page/998/mo
de/2up?q=library  

1928 University of Chicago Graduate Library School opens, first US institution to confer a 
master’s degree in library science. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educa
tion_for_librarianship#Historical_d
evelopment  

https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo02unse_1/page/998/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo02unse_1/page/998/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo02unse_1/page/998/mode/2up?q=library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_for_librarianship#Historical_development
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1943 - 1969 

Year Detail Source 

1943 

 
 
University of Montana discontinues Library Economy B.A. degree program 

https://archive.org/details/revi
sedcodesofmo3241unse/pag
e/106/mode/2up?q=%22coun
ty+librarian%22  
 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/
cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=10
93&context=coursecatalogs_
asc  

https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/106/mode/2up?q=%22county+librarian%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/106/mode/2up?q=%22county+librarian%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/106/mode/2up?q=%22county+librarian%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/106/mode/2up?q=%22county+librarian%22
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1093&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1093&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1093&context=coursecatalogs_asc
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1093&context=coursecatalogs_asc
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Year Detail Source 

 

1945 
 

 

 
 
https://archive.org/details/revi
sedcodesofmo3241unse/pag
e/104/mode/2up?q=%22state
+library%22  

1969 Public Library Standards Published https://archive.org/details/mo
ntanapubliclib00montrich  

https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/104/mode/2up?q=%22state+library%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/104/mode/2up?q=%22state+library%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/104/mode/2up?q=%22state+library%22
https://archive.org/details/revisedcodesofmo3241unse/page/104/mode/2up?q=%22state+library%22
https://archive.org/details/montanapubliclib00montrich
https://archive.org/details/montanapubliclib00montrich
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Year Detail Source 

 
 

 
https://archive.org/details/ann
ualreports19691970montrich 
 

https://archive.org/details/annualreports19691970montrich
https://archive.org/details/annualreports19691970montrich
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1970 - 1989 

Year Detail Source 

1971 Montana Administrative Procedures Act defines rulemaking procedures and sets course 
forward for the Montana State Library Commission to engage in rulemaking related to its 
authority and duty spelled out in RCM 44-131 and later MCA 22-1-103  

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/titl
e_0020/chapter_0040/part_0
010/section_0010/0020-0040-
0010-0010.html 
 

1972 ARM 10.102.1101 Standards for Public Libraries (eff 12/31/1972) https://archive.org/details/ann
ualreports19711974montrich/
mode/2up  
 
 

1974 RCM 44-131 
 

 
 
 

https://archive.org/details/197
7rcmsupplv2t12175unse/pag
e/124/mode/2up?q=library  

1978  
Administrative Rules of Montana adopted under 22-1-103 
 

https://courts.mt.gov/external/
mars/1977/1977%20Issue%2
0No.%2012.pdf  

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0010/0020-0040-0010-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0010/0020-0040-0010-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0010/0020-0040-0010-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0040/part_0010/section_0010/0020-0040-0010-0010.html
https://archive.org/details/annualreports19711974montrich/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/annualreports19711974montrich/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/annualreports19711974montrich/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/1977rcmsupplv2t12175unse/page/124/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/1977rcmsupplv2t12175unse/page/124/mode/2up?q=library
https://archive.org/details/1977rcmsupplv2t12175unse/page/124/mode/2up?q=library
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1977/1977%20Issue%20No.%2012.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1977/1977%20Issue%20No.%2012.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1977/1977%20Issue%20No.%2012.pdf
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Year Detail Source 
ARM 10.102.1139 Professional and Support Staff

 
 

1983 Montana Public Library Standards revised and published (no ARM revision – 10.102.1101 
was not amended) 
 

https://archive.org/details/mo
ntanapubliclib1983montrich/p
age/n1/mode/2up  

1987 ARM 10.102.1101 Standards for Public Libraries (amended eff 9/25/1987) 
 
ARM 10.102.1139 Professional and Support Staff Repealed (eff 9/25/1987) 
 

1987 MAR p. 1624  
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1
987/1987%20Issue%20No.%2018.p
df  

 

https://mtgov.sharepoint.com/sites/MSL-LibraryDevelopment/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=8nMei3&cid=199310d2%2Dbf84%2D4f3b%2Db967%2D195c0107ee54&FolderCTID=0x01200048ACA3E0A35FEE4EAAF4C94AF96331EA&id=%2Fsites%2FMSL%2DLibraryDevelopment%2FShared%20Documents%2FConsulting%2FPublic%20Library%20Standards%2FHistory%2FARM%2010%2E102%2E1139%2Epdf&viewid=c3b5d886%2Db0d2%2D40b1%2Da015%2Dd3bf4060a128&parent=%2Fsites%2FMSL%2DLibraryDevelopment%2FShared%20Documents%2FConsulting%2FPublic%20Library%20Standards%2FHistory
https://mtgov.sharepoint.com/sites/MSL-LibraryDevelopment/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=8nMei3&cid=199310d2%2Dbf84%2D4f3b%2Db967%2D195c0107ee54&FolderCTID=0x01200048ACA3E0A35FEE4EAAF4C94AF96331EA&id=%2Fsites%2FMSL%2DLibraryDevelopment%2FShared%20Documents%2FConsulting%2FPublic%20Library%20Standards%2FHistory%2FARM%2010%2E102%2E1139%2Epdf&viewid=c3b5d886%2Db0d2%2D40b1%2Da015%2Dd3bf4060a128&parent=%2Fsites%2FMSL%2DLibraryDevelopment%2FShared%20Documents%2FConsulting%2FPublic%20Library%20Standards%2FHistory
https://archive.org/details/montanapubliclib1983montrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/montanapubliclib1983montrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/montanapubliclib1983montrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1987/1987%20Issue%20No.%2018.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1987/1987%20Issue%20No.%2018.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1987/1987%20Issue%20No.%2018.pdf
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Year Detail Source 
1989 HB 193, passed by the 51st Legislature provided state support for Montana’s libraries (1) 

Per capita, per square mile and (2) interlibrary loan reimbursement See History for MCA 
22-1-327 and 22-1-328 
 
 

 
https://courts.mt.gov/external/
mars/1991/1991%20Issue%2
0No.%2020.pdf (see page 
13) 
 
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/titl
e_0220/chapter_0010/part_0
030/section_0270/0220-0010-
0030-0270.html  
 
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/titl
e_0220/chapter_0010/part_0
030/section_0280/0220-0010-
0030-0280.html  

https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1991/1991%20Issue%20No.%2020.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1991/1991%20Issue%20No.%2020.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1991/1991%20Issue%20No.%2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0270/0220-0010-0030-0270.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0270/0220-0010-0030-0270.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0270/0220-0010-0030-0270.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0270/0220-0010-0030-0270.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0280/0220-0010-0030-0280.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0280/0220-0010-0030-0280.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0280/0220-0010-0030-0280.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0220/chapter_0010/part_0030/section_0280/0220-0010-0030-0280.html
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1990 - 2000 

Year Detail Source 

1990 Montana State Library Commission approved Voluntary Certification Manual https://archive.org/details/mo
ntanacertifica00montrich/mod
e/2up  

1991 10.102.4003    DIRECT STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES FOR PER CAPITA AND 
FOR PER SQUARE MILE SERVED (effective 12/27/1991) 

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/
RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E102
%2E4003   MAR p. 2604, Eff. 
12/27/91. See page 94 of PDF 

1994 The Montana Library Association established the Sheila Cates Scholarship in 1994 to 
provide financial support to association members seeking education in the library and 
information science field. The Sheila Cates Scholarship provides financial support to 
Montana Library Association members seeking a graduate degree in library and 
information science or a graduate school library media program. 
 

https://mtlib.org/Cates-
Scholarship  

1998 Law Revision Task Force recommendations related to District Library Law, Amendments 
to Muli-jurisdiction Law, and housekeeping were approved by the Commission 

https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/E
ventResources/19980617_1_
9.pdf 

1999 ARM 10.102.1101 Standards for Public Libraries (Repealed eff 11/19/1999) 
 
New ARM 10.102.1150 PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS 
 
Standards, certification, and funding are connected. See MAR Notice comment and 
response. 
 

 

1999 MAR p. 2626  
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1
999/1999%20Issue%20No.%2022.p
df  
 

https://archive.org/details/C57
21E68-211C-4599-AE85-
BB505F4B8EFD/page/n3/mo
de/2up  
 
https://web.archive.org/web/2
0030607003057/http://msl.sta
te.mt.us/admin/libstandards.h
tml 
 
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/E
ventResources/19991013_1_

https://archive.org/details/montanacertifica00montrich/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/montanacertifica00montrich/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/montanacertifica00montrich/mode/2up
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E102%2E4003
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E102%2E4003
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E102%2E4003
https://mtlib.org/Cates-Scholarship
https://mtlib.org/Cates-Scholarship
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19980617_1_9.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19980617_1_9.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19980617_1_9.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1999/1999%20Issue%20No.%2022.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1999/1999%20Issue%20No.%2022.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/external/mars/1999/1999%20Issue%20No.%2022.pdf
https://archive.org/details/C5721E68-211C-4599-AE85-BB505F4B8EFD/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/C5721E68-211C-4599-AE85-BB505F4B8EFD/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/C5721E68-211C-4599-AE85-BB505F4B8EFD/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/C5721E68-211C-4599-AE85-BB505F4B8EFD/page/n3/mode/2up
https://web.archive.org/web/20030607003057/http:/msl.state.mt.us/admin/libstandards.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20030607003057/http:/msl.state.mt.us/admin/libstandards.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20030607003057/http:/msl.state.mt.us/admin/libstandards.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20030607003057/http:/msl.state.mt.us/admin/libstandards.html
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19991013_1_78.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19991013_1_78.pdf
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Year Detail Source 

 

78.pdf (Page 14 - reasoning 
was libraries with 25,000 plus 
had a big enough tax base to 
afford an MLS) 
 
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/E
ventResources/19981014_1_
21.pdf 
 
 

https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19991013_1_78.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19981014_1_21.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19981014_1_21.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/19981014_1_21.pdf


History of Professional Qualifications for Montana Librarians 

1915 to present 

Prepared August 2023 
13 

 

  

Year Detail Source 

 
With adoption of ARM 10.102.1151, the Certification Program was updated to require all 
library directors of libraries that serve a population of less than 25,000 be certified within 
three years of hire. (July 1999) 
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2000 - Present 

Year Detail Source 

2004 Professional Education and Employment for Librarians (PEEL) Scholarships awarded to 
Montana librarians seeking an MLS/MLIS degree. 
 

https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventRe
sources/20040425_1_449.pdf  

2006 New ARM 10.102.1150A    PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS: GENERAL 
(1) Public libraries receiving state payments must meet the following essential standards 
by July 2007 and each year following. 
 
New ARM 10.102.1150E Human Resources Standards: Library Director 
d) Libraries that serve more than 25,000 people employ a library director with a graduate 
degree in library or information science or its equivalent. 
(e) Libraries that serve less than 25,000 people employ a library director who is or will be 
within three years of hire certified by the state library. 
 

2006 MAR p. 1571 (June 12, 2006) 
 

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/
ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=274
2 
 
Effective 6/23/2006 

2009 No change to MCA 22-1-102 Librarian and assistants or 22-1-103 State library 
commission - authority 
 
Certification program updated 
 

 
https://web.archive.org/web/2
0100204033251/http://msl.mt.
gov/news/012610.asp 
 

2010 New certification manual published

 
 

https://web.archive.org/web/2
0100521062918mp_/http://ms
l.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Traini
ng/Certification/certification.p
df  
 

2019 Public library standards task force begins review of public library standards https://mslservices.mt.gov/as
pen/archive/default.aspx?com
mitteeid=1 

2021 New ARM 
10.102.1158 LIBRARY BOARD, GOVERNANCE, AND WORKING WITH THE 
DIRECTOR 

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/
Subchapterhome.asp?scn=1
0%2E102%2E11 

https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/20040425_1_449.pdf
https://ftpaspen.msl.mt.gov/EventResources/20040425_1_449.pdf
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=2742
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=2742
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=2742
https://web.archive.org/web/20100204033251/http:/msl.mt.gov/news/012610.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20100204033251/http:/msl.mt.gov/news/012610.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20100204033251/http:/msl.mt.gov/news/012610.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20100521062918mp_/http:/msl.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Training/Certification/certification.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100521062918mp_/http:/msl.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Training/Certification/certification.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100521062918mp_/http:/msl.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Training/Certification/certification.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100521062918mp_/http:/msl.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Training/Certification/certification.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100521062918mp_/http:/msl.mt.gov/For_Librarians/Training/Certification/certification.pdf
https://mslservices.mt.gov/aspen/archive/default.aspx?committeeid=1
https://mslservices.mt.gov/aspen/archive/default.aspx?committeeid=1
https://mslservices.mt.gov/aspen/archive/default.aspx?committeeid=1
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/Subchapterhome.asp?scn=10%2E102%2E11
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/Subchapterhome.asp?scn=10%2E102%2E11
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/Subchapterhome.asp?scn=10%2E102%2E11
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Year Detail Source 
10.102.1159 SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
10.102.1160 PERSONNEL 
10.102.1161 STANDARD NOTIFICATION, FINAL ARBITER, AND APPEAL PROCESS 
10.102.1162 DEFERRALS 
 

 
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/
ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=105
35 
 
https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/libr
ary_development/consulting/s
tandards/  

2022 Implementation of ARM 10.102.1158 – 1162  
 
10.102.1160    PERSONNEL 
(6) The director is or will be certified by the Montana State Library within the required 
timeframe mandated by the certification program adopted by the Montana State Library 
Commission. 
(7) Directors of libraries that serve over 25,000 people have a Master of Library Science 
or equivalent degree. 
  
History: 22-1-103, MCA; IMP, 22-1-103, MCA; NEW, 2021 MAR p. 1138, Eff. 7/1/22. 
 
 

https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/libr
ary_development/consulting/s
tandards/ 
 
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/
RuleNo.asp?RN=10%2E102
%2E1160 
 

2023 Certification program changes adopted by State Library Commission, June 14, 2023. 
 
 
 

https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/lea
rning/Certification 
 
https://youtu.be/HJkeHZk75J
Y  
 

2024 TBD TBD 

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=10535
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=10535
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=10535
https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/library_development/consulting/standards/
https://msl.mt.gov/libraries/library_development/consulting/standards/
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