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Today’s Host
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Colet Bartow MSL Continuing 
Education Coordinator
(Colet rhymes with Olay)
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Today’s Agenda
MSL Certification Program – Your Questions
How do certification and the learning categories enhance 
or promote strong professional development for library 
workers, either specifically for different classes of library 
workers or generally as part of Montana’s strategy for a 
well-educated and trained library workforce?

What the continuing education categories are and what 
types of skills and training do they encompass as a 
module for learning?
How do you add independent learning sessions to your 
CE track?
What resources are available for finding good training 
sessions that qualify for the certification program?



Program Goals
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Promote continuing education and demonstrate its 
impact for quality library services

Promote recognition for librarians who participate and 
libraries that encourage staff to continue learning

Provide continuing education opportunities that benefit 
library directors, staff, and trustees



MSL Certification 
at MPL
N=69
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Library Admin, 17, 
24%

None, 29, 42%

Staff, 23, 33%

Trustee, 1, 1%



Continuing Education Status
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Check ASPeN –
You may be closer 

to certification 
than you think!



Continuing Education Categories
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Library 
Administration

Library 
Services to 
the Public

Collection 
Management 
and Technical 

Services

Technology



Resources
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MSL 
Website

Continuing 
Education 

and 
Certification 
Handbook

ASPeN
Your friendly 

MSL 
Consultants!



Certification Webpage
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Certification and CE Handbook
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Certification Program Update

• Changes to Library 
Administration Track

• Changes to optional 
Staff Track

• No change to optional 
Trustee Track
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Certification Program

Library Staff Track
60 continuing education credits earned in a 4-year period

• 5 credits in Library Administration Category
• 5 credits in Library Services to the Public
• 5 credits in Collection Management and Technical Services
• 5 credits in Technology
• 40 elective credits in any category
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Certification Program

Library Administration

Initial Certification
60 continuing education credits earned in a 4-year period

• 30 credits Library Administration Category
• 30 elective credits in any category

Renewal Certification 
60 elective continuing education credits earned in a 4-year period
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Certification Tracks
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Continuing Education Credits

Training presented as a structured learning 
opportunity is eligible for continuing education credits. 

Continuing Education Plan
A structure can also be a continuing education plan. 
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Claiming Independent Learning Credits

Have Questions?
‒Check ASPeN 

Help
‒Submit a 

HelpDesk Ticket
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ASPeN Event Calendar
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Continuing Education Opportunities
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Information and News Sources
• MSL Website
• Newsletters
• MSL Help Desk
• WIRED List Serv
• ASPeN Events Calendar
• MSL Learn
• MSL YouTube Channel
• Email/call any MSL staff 

member
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https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://mtlib.org/Wired-MT
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


Questions?



MSL Learn Webinar Schedule
Join us each month!
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Second 
Tuesday

MSL Programs 
and Topics

Last Tuesday
Tiny Tech 
Training



MSL YouTube 
Channel
• Look for the MSL 

Learn Webinar Series 
Playlist

• Access new 
recordings

•Subscribe! 

22



MSL Evaluation Survey
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Colet Bartow
Continuing Education Coordinator
colet.bartow@mt.gov
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