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Who we are
Keiley McGregor

MSC Trainer
Laura Tretter

MSC System Administrator
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Who you are
Library type, work role, and why you’re here
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What this session is about
(and what it’s not about)
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We will cover:
1. How to identify if the item in 

hand is a series or serial
2. How to identify if a bib record 

describes a series or serial
3. How (and why) to consistently 

apply a call number analytic in 
MSC

4. What to consider 
when selecting a record to use

5. Where to find resources on 
cataloging these materials

We will not cover:
1. How to use the Serial 

Control module in 
WorkFlows

2. An in-depth MARC 
cataloging tutorial for 
series or serials



What are these things and why do I care?
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First Thing First

6



Definitions

• Series
• Serial
• Multi-part work
• Bonus terms



Following these rules...

In theory In reality
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Icon made by Leremy from www.flaticon.com



What kind of music do/would
you listen to while cataloging?
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Photo by Tobias Tullius on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@tobiastu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/music-tape?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Making sense of the records

10This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://www.newgrounds.com/art/view/t1000yt/this-makes-sense
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


More Definitions

• Bibliographic 
record

• MARC
• RDA



Example – Series bib record



Example – Serial bib record



Example – Multipart work bib record



Update the records!

Boston Public Library. Bates Hall catalogue. Agnes C. Doyle



Call Number Analytics
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://drdeborahserani.blogspot.com/2017/01/why-consistency-matters-in-your-mental.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


MSC Multipart Work call number analytic
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MSC title in a series – no call number analytic

MSC Serial call number analytic (annual publication)



The Call Number Analytic Problem Illustrated
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The Call Number Analytic Solution Illustrated
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under 
CC BY-NC.

https://pngimg.com/download/36170
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


MSC Call Number Analytics
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Let's practice.



Which kind of record
would you attach to and why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?

25



Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Which kind of record
would you attach to? Why?
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Resources
Help desk knowledge base, presentation slides on Whova, and your 

colleagues (MSC Mentors, MLA Tech Services Interest Group)
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Tell us something you 
learned today.



To contact the MSC team, please 
open a help desk ticket.

https://montanastatelibrary.zohodesk.com/portal/en/newticket
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