
Summer Reading Brainstorm 
Session 1

January 12th, 2022



Admin Things

• Recording available afterwards on Vimeo

• Please use the chatbox, or unmute yourself

• CE available through ASPeN



Today’s Agenda

• Collaborative Summer Library Program 
Overview

• CSLP Manual Activity Highlight: Five Little 
Seashells (Early Literacy)

• Group Discussion: What preliminary 
summer reading ideas do you have? 

• CSLP Manual Activity Highlight: Message 
in a Bottle (Kids – Adults)

• Group Discussion: How do you track your 
summer reading program? 

• Future Summer Reading Webinars



Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP)

• CSLP is a nationwide consortium that provides summer reading support, 
resources, and training to member libraries

• Montana has been a member since 2000, all Montana public libraries have 
membership

• CSLP Materials Available:
• Summer Reading Manual (available online as PDF download)

• Summer Reading Symposium (recordings available on CSLP website)

• High quality artwork and merchandise

• Opportunities for national involvement and connection

• Summer Food Information

• And much more!



CSLP Manual 
Activity: 5 Little 
Seashells

• Flannel board with seashells

• Cut out seashells in different 
shapes and colors

• Bean bags



Group Discussion

• What preliminary summer reading 
ideas do you have?
• Kick off events?

• Prizes? (gas cards, gift cards)

• Community partnerships?

• What challenges/obstacles are you 
working through?

• What is one new thing you are 
hoping to try this summer?



CSLP Manual Activity: 
Message in a Bottle

• Create a scavenger 
hunt/treasure hunt around 
the library with ciphered 
clues!

• Have people create their own

• Talk about famous ciphers



Group Discussion

• How do you track your summer 
reading program?

• What publicity/outreach do you 
do for summer reading?
• Radio?

• Newspaper?

• PSAs?

• Social Media?

• How do you evaluate your 
summer reading program?



Publicity/Marketing Support

• CSLP PSAs – professional quality, shorter 
and longer lengths

• CSLP Social Media Toolkit

• Canva is a great FREE resource for 
graphic design

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1X_TjdbTTW043wMeL_GCnls8NqoeRqwf-


Future Summer Reading Support

• Summer Reading Brainstorm Webinars once a month – check in 
ASPeN, or look on WIRED for reminders

• Museum of the Rockies Summer Reading Kit – TBD

• 2021 Summer Reading Report
• CSLP sends out a survey to collect statistics at the end of each summer

• All data compiled into annual report that is publicly shared

• Pictures, anecdotes, stories, all are great to include!

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/72d186564cbf4ce3ad1f715eacaf0afb
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