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Federal GIS Coordination - OMB A-16 Circular

https://archive.org/details/gov.gpo.fdsys.CHRG-108hhrg91647/mode/2up

GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION: A PROGRESS REPORT ON IMPROVING 
OUR NATION'S MAP-RELATED DATA INFRASTRUCTURE
Committee on Government Reform, June 10, 2003

FGDC – Federal Geographic Data Committee
NSDI – National Spatial Data Infrastructure

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Circular-016.pdf
https://archive.org/details/gov.gpo.fdsys.CHRG-108hhrg91647/mode/2up


Natural Resource Information System History

• Detailed NRIS History – 1982 – 1998 - NRIS History: 1982 to 1998 –
Natural Resource Information System (mt.gov)

• 1985 – NRIS Established
• 1996 – Oldest Archived nris.mt.gov site (Maps of Montana 

(archive.org), Montana State Library GIS Data List (archive.org))
• 2003 – NRIS Pages when MLIA was first discussed - nris.state.mt.us 

(archive.org), Maps of Montana (archive.org), Data List (archive.org)

http://nris.mt.gov/nris/history.asp
http://web.archive.org/web/19970413013704/http:/nris.mt.gov/gis/mtmaps.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19970630140906/http:/nris.mt.gov/gis/datalist.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20030921060328/http:/www.nris.state.mt.us/
http://web.archive.org/web/20031008054916/http:/www.nris.state.mt.us/gis/mtmaps.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20031008053152/http:/www.nris.state.mt.us/gis/datalist.html


https://archive.org/details/governorscouncil1982gove/

https://archive.org/details/governorscouncil1982gove/


State GIS Collaboration
• The Montana GIS Users Group (MTGIS) was formed in 1988 by a loose-knit group of diverse GIS 

professionals. MTGIS held its first Statewide GIS conference in 1988 and in 1990 formally 
established the group as a non-profit consortium engaged in the use of, and education about, 
GIS technology. The primary goal of MTGIS was to serve the educational needs of the GIS 
community at large. Montana GIS Users' Group (archive.org)

• The Technical Working Group (1988 - TWG) and later the Interagency Technical Working Group 
(1990 - ITWG) was formed and has worked to identify critical Statewide GIS themes, overlapping 
technical issues, and administrative and funding mechanisms to support GIS data development. 
Through the efforts of the ITWG the framework for the current Montana Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (MSDI) was established. Montana Interagency GIS Technical Working Group 
(ITWG) (archive.org)

• The Montana Local Government GIS Coalition (MLGGC) was established in 1995 by local 
government GIS practitioners to facilitate and advance the implementation and development of 
GIS technology in city and county government through communication and data sharing.   
Montana Local Government GIS Coalition (13-Jan-1997) (archive.org)

• The Montana Association of Geographic Information Professionals (MAGIP) was formed on April 
21, 2004, when the Montana GIS Users' Group (MTGIS) was joined by the Montana Interagency 
GIS Technical Working Group (ITWG) and the Montana Local Government GIS Coalition (MLGGC).
Montana Association of Geographic Information Professionals - About (magip.org)

http://web.archive.org/web/20010608042248/http:/mtgeo.org/mtgis/
http://web.archive.org/web/20010429044057/http:/mtgeo.org/ITWG/
http://web.archive.org/web/19970424042256/http:/sun1.giac.montana.edu/mlggc.html
https://www.magip.org/about


Montana Local Government GIS 
Coalition (13-Jan-1997) (archive.org)

http://web.archive.org/web/19970424042256/http:/sun1.giac.montana.edu/mlggc.html


State GIS Coordination – MGIC, MLIAC

• The Montana Geographic Information Council (MGIC) was created 
by executive order signed by Governor Racicot in September 1997.  This 
order appears to be Montana’s first formal statement specific to GIS 
Coordination* The Montana Geographic Information Council (archive.org)

• The Montana Land Information Act seems to have been a product of MGIC 
coordination discussion and an Information Services Division (ISD, a division 
of the MT Department of Administration) GIS funding discussion in 
September 2003.  The Montana Land Information was passed by the 2005 
Montana Legislature as Senate Bill (SB) 98 and was signed into law by 
Governor Schweitzer on 3/30/2005.

http://web.archive.org/web/20010428165637/http:/gis.doa.state.mt.us/Mgic/MgicExecorder.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20010428165637/http:/gis.doa.state.mt.us/Mgic/




SB98 LAWS Detailed Bill Information Page (mt.gov)

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20051&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=98&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=


GIS in Montana in the Early 2000s

Montana Local Government GIS Coalition (archive.org)

http://web.archive.org/web/20030601192411/http:/sun1.giac.montana.edu/mlggc.html


USGS Aerial Photos of Montana (archive.org) – Statewide 1m Black and White Photography collected over 13 years -
http://nris.mt.gov/nsdi/doqgifs/ortho_dates.gif

http://web.archive.org/web/20041010173004/http:/www.nris.state.mt.us/nsdi/doq.asp
http://nris.mt.gov/nsdi/doqgifs/ortho_dates.gif
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