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Why are 
we here 

today?

Learn about the MSL 
Continuing Education 
(CE) Program

Generate feedback to 
inform program 
updates



But first . . . a question for you!



Claiming Credits for MLA-Sponsored 
Continuing Education 
YOU MUST BE LOGGED INTO ASPeN 
TO CLAIM CE CREDITS.
• Use the Events Calendar

OR

• Use the Continuing Education 
Menu











Certification Program Timeline

Program Initiated

1990

Program Maintained
Directors Required to Certify

1997

Updates
• Renamed
• Program Requirement Update

2009

You Are Here!

2022



Task Force Meetings
Proposed Meeting 
Schedule (1:30 - 3:00 p.m.)

Thursday, September 29 Introductions and Goals Discussion

Thursday, October 6 Library Administration Track Requirements

Monday, October 17 Trustee Track Requirements

Monday, November 7 Library Staff Requirements

Monday, November 14 Review All Requirements

Monday, November 21*

Wednesday, November 30 Finalize Recommendations

* Flex agenda as needed



Why is 
certification 
important?

Taking continuing 
education courses is 
an important part of 
becoming and 
remaining skilled in 
the library profession. 





Is recognition 
important?

Certification is a way 
to receive recognition
for individual 
commitment to 
continuing education 
and lifelong learning.





Library Administration Track

• Minimum of 20 credits in the Library Administration CE category
• Minimum of 10 credits each in 

• Library Services to the Public
• Collection Management and Technical Services
• Technology

• Balance of credits are electives

60 CE credits earned in a 4-year period 

Required for directors, Board Chair verifies credits

Voluntary for library staff, Supervisor verifies credits





Library Staff Track

• Minimum of 10 credits in each CE category
• Library Administration
• Library Services to the Public
• Collection Management and Technical Services
• Technology

• Balance of credits are electives

60 CE credits earned in a 4-year period 

Supervisor verifies credits





Trustee Track

15 CE credits earned in a 4-year period
• Minimum of 10 credits in the Library Administration CE category
• Balance of credits are electives

Voluntary for all trustees

Board Chair verifies credits





CE Categories
1990

• Public library 
administration

• Public library 
services to the 
public

• Technical 
Services

• Collection 
Management

1997

• Library 
Administration

• Library 
Services to the 
Public

• Collection 
Management

• Technical 
Services and 
Technology

1999

• Library 
Administration

• Library 
Services to the 
Public

• Collection 
Management 
and Technical 
Services

• Technology

2009

• Library 
Administration

• Library 
Services to the 
Public

• Collection 
Management 
and Technical 
Services

• Technology



The Right CE 
Categories? Library Administration

Library Services to the Public

Collection Management and Technical 
Services

Technology





Feedback 
Survey



Questions?



Session 
Evaluation

https://forms.office.com/g/ZQ5uw9Deg6



Information and News Sources

27

MSL WEBSITE NEWSLETTERS MSL HELP DESK

WIRED LIST SERV ASPEN EVENTS 
CALENDAR

EMAIL/CALL ANY 
MSL STAFF MEMBER

https://msl.mt.gov/
https://msl.mt.gov/about/news
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/montanastatelibrary/en/home
https://mtlib.org/Wired-MT
https://mslservices.mt.gov/ASPeN/Events/
https://directory.mt.gov/govt/state-dir/agency/library


Stay in Touch
Colet Bartow 

Continuing Education Coordinator
Montana State Library
Colet.Bartow@mt.gov

406-444-3365
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