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Charge 

The Montana State Library Commission is the statutory body to “act as a state board of professional 

standards and library examiners, develop standards for public libraries, and adopt rules for the 

certification of librarians;” (MCA. 22-1-103 (8)).  Montana’s current public library standards, which can 

be found in Administrative Rules of Montana 10.102.1150A-M, were adopted in 2010.  Since that time, 

numerous influences have begun to shape the nature of library service.   Libraries have been under 

increasing budgetary pressure while at the same time tasked with providing new and changing services.  

Studies, including Rising to the Challenge: Re-envisioning Public Libraries, published by the Aspen 

Institute in 2014, called on libraries to turn outwards to be more engaged in understand and serving the 

needs of communities.  The Montana State Library’s Library Development Study Task Force reinforced 

the need for library development to ensure that libraries could be nimble in the face of change.  The 

State Library Commission, with input from the library community, articulated their vision for Montana 

library services, led by the State Library, that ensure that all Montanans will have access to library 

content and services, sufficient unto their needs.  And Montana’s libraries are being called upon to think 

more deliberately about the impact they have on their communities.   

As the role of libraries change so too must the standards libraries strive to meet for libraries to 

successfully ensure that their users and communities thrive. The State Library seeks feedback from the 

library community about how the nature of current and future library work should be reflected in the 

standards all public libraries must meet to qualify for state funding. The State Librarian charges this task 

force to develop a process to study Montana’s current library standards and those of interest from other 

states; and to recommend standards that reflect the dynamic, impact driven, community focused work 

of libraries.  

 

Outcomes Impacts 

• Librarians and board members increase the 
library’s relevance in the community  

• Librarians, board members, and MSL staff identify 
what knowledges, skills, and abilities are needed 
for current and future trends in library services 

• Librarians, board members, and MSL staff work 
towards the ideal of library services that increase 
the quality of life of all Montanans 

• Librarians, board members, and MSL staff work 
together to create a holistic library experience for 
Montanans 

• Montanans have access to library 
services that help them learn, make 
decisions, connect with each other, and 
play. 



 

 

Appointees 

• Bruce Newell, Commissioner 

• Joy Bridwell, Stone Child College Library 

• Megan Glidden, ImagineIf Library 

• Mitch Grady, Livingston-Park County Public Library 

• Megan Haddix, Glasgow City-County Library 

• Dawn Kingstad, Glendive Public Library  

• Sandra Larson, Chouteau County Library 

• Mark Wetherington, Bitterroot Public Library 

• Jeanne Lillegard, Judith Basin County Free Library 

 

MSL Staff 

• Jennie Stapp – State Librarian 

• Tracy Cook – Lead Consulting Librarian 

• Cara Orban – Consortia Coordinator 

Timeline 

• March – May 2019: Research and review standards 

• July 2019:  Form Task Force 

• September: Task Force meetings to review and draft recommendations 

• December 2019: Draft recommendations to Commission 

• January - March: Public Comment; follow-up meetings of Task Force as necessary  

• April 2020: Final recommendations to Commission 

• Spring 2020: Administrative rules update 

• FY 2020: Transitional year, revise ELSA 

• July 1, 2021: New standards take effect 

• June – July, 2022:  Libraries certify adherence to new standards 

 


