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Date: July 22, 2008 
 
To:  Montana State Library Commission 
 
From:  Darlene Staffeldt,  State Librarian 
 
Re:  Laws from Montana Code Annotated 2007 directly addressing the Commission. 
 
I wanted you all to have copies of these statues for your review and/or reference as you 
proceed with your retreat discussions. 

     22-1-101. State library commission established. (1) There is a state library 
commission.  
     (2) This commission is composed of the following members:  
     (a) the state superintendent of public instruction or his designee;  
     (b) five persons appointed by the governor, who shall serve staggered terms of 3 
years; and  
     (c) a librarian appointed by the commissioner of higher education from one of the six 
units of the Montana university system, who shall serve a term of 3 years.  
     (3) The commission shall annually elect a chairman from its membership.  
     (4) The members of said commission shall be compensated and receive travel 
expenses as provided for in 2-15-124.  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 184, L. 1929; re-en. Sec. 1575.1, R.C.M. 1935; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 91, L. 1945; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 55, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 215, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 23, Ch. 439, L. 1975; R.C.M. 1947, 
44-127; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 172, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 650, L. 1985.  

   22-1-102. Librarian and assistants. The commission shall employ as its executive 
officer a librarian, who is a graduate of an accredited library school and is not a member 
of the commission, for such compensation as the commission considers adequate. The 
executive officer shall perform the duties assigned by the commission and serve at the 
will of the commission. The commission may also employ such other assistants as are 
required for the performance of the commission's work. In addition to their salaries while 
on commission business, the librarian and assistants shall be allowed their travel 
expenses, as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, as amended.  

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 184, L. 1929; re-en. Sec. 1575.2, R.C.M. 1935; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 91, L. 1945; 
amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 55, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 453, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 44-128.  

   22-1-103. State library commission -- authority. The state library commission may:  
     (1) give assistance and advice to all tax-supported or public libraries in the state and to 
all counties, cities, towns, or regions in the state that propose to establish libraries, as to 
the best means of establishing and improving those libraries;  
     (2) maintain and operate the state library and make provision for its housing;  
     (3) (a) accept and expend in accordance with the terms of a grant any grant of federal 
funds that is available to the state for library purposes;  
     (b) accept, receive, and administer any gifts, donations, bequests, and legacies made to 
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the Montana state library. Unless otherwise provided by the donor, gifts, donations, 
bequests, and legacies must be deposited in the Montana state library trust established in 
22-1-225.  
     (4) make rules and establish standards for the administration of the state library and 
for the control, distribution, and lending of books and materials;  
     (5) serve as the agency of the state to accept and administer any state, federal, or 
private funds or property appropriated for or granted to it for library service or foster 
libraries in the state and establish regulations under which funds must be disbursed;  
     (6) provide library services for the blind and for individuals with physical disabilities;  
     (7) furnish, by contract or otherwise, library assistance and information services to 
state officials, state departments, and residents of those parts of the state inadequately 
serviced by libraries;  
     (8) act as a state board of professional standards and library examiners, develop 
standards for public libraries, and adopt rules for the certification of librarians;  
     (9) designate areas for and establish federations of libraries.  

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 215, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 357, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 44-131(part); amd. 
Sec. 4, Ch. 339, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 21, Ch. 472, L. 1997; amd. Sec. 2, Ch.  
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