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PUBLIC LIBRARY 

CERTIFICATION 


This certifies that our library 
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qualifies as a "public library" 
formed under either Title 7 or 

MeA § 22-1-303 through 22-1-317 

Attached is the legal documentation 

establishing our library under the above. 


~------
Library Board C rperson 

• 
Library Director 

-/ Date 
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JOINT CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY 

AGREEMENT 


This Agreement, made and entered into by and between Teton County (hereinafter 
"County") and the cities of Choteau, Fairfield and Dutton (hereinafter "Cities"), each a 
municipal corporation: 

WITNESSETH: 
. 

WHEREAS, Section 22-1-316, MCA (1999), provides for a county and any city or cities 
within the county to join in establishing and maintaining jOint city-county libraries under 
the terms and conditions of a contract; and, 

WHEREAS, the cities of Choteau. Fairfield and Dutton have resolved to enter Into a 
contract with the County to establish joint city-county libraries in Choteau, Fairfield and 
Dutton; and 

WHEREAS, the voters of Teton County have passed Initiative No.1 to require the 
Board of Teton County Commissioners to contract for the establishment of jOint city
county libraries in Choteau, Fairfield and Dutton; and 

WHEREAS, library services will be provided during the term of this Agreement for all 
residents of the County from central facilities. located within the Cities that are operated 
by the joint efforts and authority of all parties; and 

WHEREAS, the County and Cities have agreed to furnish funds, revenue and property 
to assist in the operation of the Joint City-County Libraries pursuant to the laws of the 
State of Montana; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the execution of this Agreement and the 
mutual covenants hereinafter expressed, the parties join in making this Agreement 
establishing and maintaining Joint City-County Libraries in the Cities. This contract is 
adopted under the statutory authority of Title 22, Chapter 1. Part 3, MeA (1999); 

1. 	 CITY-COUNTY LIBRARIES: 

(A) 	 There are hereby established three (3) joint city-county libraries within the 
cities of Choteau. Fairfield and Dutton that are to be known as the 
"Choteau Public Library," the "Fairfield Public Library" and the "Dutton 
Public Library." 

(B) 	 The prinCipal buildings and facilities for each library will be located within 
the three separate cities. 
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2. 	 LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

(A) 	 The operation of the three libraries shall be governed by a Library Board 
of Trustees (hereinafter "Trustees·) consisting of five (5) members who 
shall be appointed and hold office in the manner and for the terms 
described: 

1. 	 The three City Councils shall each appoint one member from their 
respective cities who must be a resident of that city. One appointee 
will serve a term of one (1) year; one will serve a term of three (3) 
years; and one will serve a term of five (5) years. 

2. 	 The Teton Board of County Commissioners shall appoint two (2) 
members from the area of the county not within the city limits of the 
Cities. One appointee will serve a term of two (2) years, and one 
will serve a term of four (4) years. 

3. 	 After the initial appOintments, each person subsequently appointed 
shall serve a term of five (5) years which will expire on June 30, 
and vacancies on the Board will be filled by appointment in the 
same manner as the original appointments. 

4. 	 The Library Board of Trustees shall consist of said five Trustees, 
each of whom shall serve no more than two full five-year terms in 
succession. 

5. 	 Advisory Boards for each library may be appointed by the Library 
Board of Trustees upon recommendation by the Cities and the 
County. 

6. 	 Trustee shall serve without compensation, but their actual and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official 
duties may be paid from library funds upon written approval of a 
majority of the Trustees. 

3. 	 POWERS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

(A) 	 The Trustees shall have the powers and duties set forth in Section 22-1
309,310,311,312, MCA (1999). 

(B) 	 The Trustees shall have authority to hire and fire the personnel of the 
Libraries, including Directors and set the compensation thereof. The 
Directors and other personnel shall be considered employees of the City 
or Cities designated by the Trustees and shall adhere to the policies and 
procedures of the Trustees. 
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4. 	 BUDGET AND FINANCE: 

(A) 	 As provided in §22-1-316(4}, MCA (1999), the City Treasurer of Choteau, 
Dutton, or Fairfield, as designated by the Trustees, shall have custody of 
the funds levied by Teton County for the Joint City-County Libraries and 
shall be designated as fiscal agent for the purpose of administering those 
library funds at the direction of the Trustees. The Teton County Treasurer 
shall transfer all money collected for the Joint City-County Libraries to the 
deSignated City Treasurer. Those funds levied by each individual city 
shall be held by their respective City Treasurers. 

(8) 	 The Trustees shall prepare an annual budget which indicates the level of 
support and maintenance of the public libraries that will be required from 
public funds as provided in Section 22-1-309(6}, MCA (1999). 

(C) 	 The County's total contribution under this agreement to the joint city
county libraries shall be determined pursuant to Section 22-1-304 MCA. 

(D) 	 The Cities shaU provide funding. including but not limited to, the buildings, 
maintenance of the facilities, utilities, and insurance for the library in each 
of the respective cities. 

5. 	 OWNERSHIP AND DISPOSmON OF PROPERTY: 

(A) 	 In the event this Agreement is terminated, tf)e personal property of the 
libraries shalt be returned to the Cities and County accorc.Hng to therr 
proportion of contributions to the annual library budgets. All property. reat 
and personal, acquired during the term of this Agreement, shan also be 
divided in like manner. 

(8) 	 All reat and personal property presently owned by the Cities shalt remain 
the property of the Cities. 

(C) 	 AU real and personal property presently owned by the County shall remain 
the property of the County. 

(D) 	 AU County property shan be tagged with identification numbers. AU 
untagged property shall be deemed the property of either the city or library 
wherein it exists. 

6. 	 DURATION: 

(A) 	 This Agreement becomes effective upon adoption and execution by aU 
parties. 
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(8) This Agreement may be terminated by mutuat written agreement ofaft 
parties. 

(C} 	 This Agreement may beamended by mutual- consent of the paftje& at any 
time- provided the amendment is in- writing. attached to- the- origins. 
agreement, and signed by their respective governing bodies. 

{D} 	 Each oftfle. Cfties. and the. County shan: have. an Agreement on file and 
any amendments- sIlaJI. be attached to all- 0figinaI&. 

(E) 	 This Agreeiliel It ren lains in effect tmtit June 30-, 200t, at which time, it is 
automatically renewed. on an annual basis unless terrnklated. or modified.. 

7. 	 EXECUTION OF AGREEMEMT: 

This Agreement shalt be signed bythe respective Mayors ofthe Cities 
upon resolution therefore by the ci.t)r councils and. by the Chairman. of the 
County Commissioners- upon resolution tf.leI:efofe- by the- Board-. 

(StGNATURE PAGES FOllOW} 
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StGNATURE PAGES 

CtTIES: 


CITY Of CHOTEAU: 


~P _~~_.-=~__, 2000. 

~. t5 ,2000. 


C~TY OF FAlRF~lD: 

NoV· .:A1_...:..-____, 2000. 

Robert C. Good r 

ctTY OF DUTTON:

_hL LL ,2000. 

ATTEST: 

~. -l4-i-4-il-_, 2000. 
ean L. choonover, Dutton Ctfy C~rk 

Joint Library Agreement ~ Page 5 of 6 



'FETON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 


ATTEST: 

f- 5 ,2000.Au. i2e1db 
Stella Ptachetka, County Clerk 
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