
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 'IHE PUBLIC LIBRARY, CREATING A LIBRARY 
BOARD AND SEIT:m3 FORTH DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

BE IT ORDAINED BY 'IHE CITY COUNCIL OF 'IRE CITY OF BILLIN3S, IDNI'ANA: 

1. 2.48.010 Library: There is hereby established a free Public Library 
in The City of Billinqs Montana. The Library shall serve the citizens of BillinqsI 

arrl all citizens for whan contract rights are secured. 

2. 2. 48.020 Library Narre: The Library is hereby nana:i and designated, 
"Pannly Billings Library. II 

3. 2.48.030 Personnel: The Library Director and personnel shall be 
designated, organized and supervised as directed and determined by the City Admin
istrator. 

4. 2.48.040 Ibard: There is hereby established a Library ooard. The 
Board shall consist of a minimum of three (3) rrenibers appointed by the City and 
other members who may be appointed pursuant to contract. 'lhe Board shall elect fran 
its rrembership one person tD serve as chainnan and the Library Director shall serve 
as Secretary. 'lhe Board shall serve without compensation but shall be rellrbursed 
its necessary expenses and costs. The Board shall also elect one person to serve on 
the Library Federation Ibard of Trustees. The chairman and the Federation Representa 
tive may I but need not be the SanE person. 

5,. 2.48.041 Powers and Duties: The Library Board shall be advisory to th 
Lib ary Directo;and shall only assume those fW1ctions additionally as may be prescribed

I and agreed tip:>n by contract between the city and other governrrental agencies. 

6. 2.48.042 Term of Office: The City appointroe:nts as presently constitut: 
ed are hereby ratified and confirmed. As those terms expire the next appoint:rrents 
shall be for four (4) year terms. No appoint:rrent shall be for rrore than four (4) 
years and no board mariber shall serve rrore than ~ (2) consecutive tenus. Vacancies 
occurring during the tenn shall be filled for the unexpired term. 

7. 2.48.043 Oath of Office: Within ten (10) days after notice of appoint 
rcent, each board rranber appointed shall take and sign an oatll of office. The oath 
shall be administered by the City Court Jud)e and shall be filed in the office of 
the City Clerk. 

8. 2. 48.044 l-Eetings : The Board shall meet the fourth 'rtlursday of each 
nonth and at such other t.irres at tlle call of the Chainnan, Secretary, or City 
Administrator. In the event that said meeting falls on a legal holiday the meeting 
is cancelled. 

9. 2.48.050 Library Account: All revenue budgeted by the City, fran 
grants, and from contracts with other governm::mtal entities for library ex:p::;nses shal 
be bUdgeted in the Library ACCOW1t and shall be e."'<P8nded as budgeted annually. Said 
fUnds shall be in me custooy of the City Financial Officer. 

I 
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10. 2.48.052 Library Endowrrent Trust Fund: All end:Jwrrents and contribu
tions specifically designated for library purposes shall be placed in the Library 
EndO'f.1I'CeIlt Trust Fund, budgeted and used for the specific purposes designated. 

11. 2.48.060 Dep::lsitory of DJcunents: (a) All agencies, depart::rrents 
oorrmissions or divisions of the city goveITlltG1t shall, U[x:m acceptance by the City 
Council, dep::lsit at least t:v.Q copies of eadl publication made by such agenC"j, depart
rrent, comnission or division with the Library. . 

(b) The publications referred to in subsection (a) shall specifically I 
include, but not be limited to the following: Annual rep::lrts, codifications of 
ordinances I administrative codes, cxxleS of regulatory camnissions, current publica . 
tions issued by special authority such as housing, p::lrt, transit, water district, 
etc. Iesearch papers done on behalf of, or for the use of the city such as urban 
and regional land use, planning, zoning air and water p::lliution, transp::lrtation, 
public utili ties, urban geography, surveying and mapping, and semi-official publica
tions such as city planning rep::lrts done by a c:onmercial finn in partnership with or 
any consultation with any city planning agency, shall also be included. 

(c) All publications so clep::lsited with the Library shall be penn
anently retained in the library and be made generally available to the public. 

13. 2.48.070 Library Cooperation: It is the intent of the City that the 
Library be used cooperatively with Yellowstone County and other cities and counties 
in the State of r·bntana and Wyoming and that the library participate fully in the 
Federation of Libraries ~ All contracts entered into with respect to use of the 
library shall partake fully of the intention set forth herein and shall be designed 
to fully CXX)perate with all other goverrurental agencies. 

14. 2.48.080 Exclusion of Patrons: All persons who willfully violate 

the rules of the library or the ordinances of this City may be excluded from the 

library and use of its facilities. 


15. State law as contained in RC!'1 1947 §§ 44-219 through 44-231 and all 
other State law inconsistent with this ordinance is hereby superseded, except that 
all or any p::lrtion of said law may be adopted by reference by contract. 

16. Billings Municipal Code Chapter 2.48 and all other Billings NWlicipal 
axle Sections and ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

PASSED by the City Council, APPROVED by the r-ayor ~7 ()('t~-L2<k-'
1977. -- 

By: 
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FOn. TlIE 

JOJHl' CJ.'l'Y "CO;)l-lTY PUBLIC LIBHARY 

, . 
OF 

, 
YELLO'I1:3Tmm COUNTY, t-lON'l'lINlI. 

1975, by the 

respective governing ))odies of the City of Billings, Hontuna( and the County 

of Yellowstone, HontC);)(1, hereinafter referred to as "BILLINGS" and "YEI,LO\'iS1'OHE", 

respectively, 

l'iHERE1-l.S, thc purpose" of this agJ:(>omcnt is to provide a basis for cooperation 

bcblccn 13ILLIllGS und YELLOl'lSTONE I-Ihich ';iill result in equitable library service 

to all r0siclcnts of Yc]'loh'stone County; and 

\'lHEHEAS f 13ILLIl\GS and YFLLO',.IST01~E lJave ugreC!d to uSS'Llrne tl)e functions of a 

joint ci'ty--county lilJral:y under the quthority of Sections 44-219.1 and 44-219.2 

"
of the Revised Codes of the State of l-1ontana, 1947 I as amended; and "' 


WIIEREAS 1 BILLINGS and YELLa1STONE are desirous of entciing into a contract 


central facility located within BILLINGS and operated by the joint efforts and 


authority of both parties; and: 


WHEREAS I BILLINGS and YELLO\'~sfrONE l,ave i1greed to furnish certain funds 

. and revenue to assist in the operation of t11e joint city-County Library pursuant 

to the Lalvs of the State of Eontana. ;, 

NOH, TllEREFOHE, in consideration of t}1(~ eXl~cution of this ugrc"::jflcnt and the 

mutual covenants hereinafter exprcssed, the parties join in establishing and 

maint:<:lining a joint Ci tY-County Library under tl,e tet-ms I eonai tions ( and 
, . 

coven;:>nts 1,crein contained and it is mutuully agreed as follows: 

1. BILLINGS <lno. YFr.LOh'STO~F, ",gJ:cc to aSSllme (lnd .!.,erform the [unctions of a 


joint CitY"Co\lnty Libl:,n:y within the County of Ycllo\,'stone, to extend the 


scz:viccs of the public lil.n:ary to <Ill resi<lents of the Count'y of YcllO\~stone. 


,'rhe 	City-County Bonro. of, Trl1stcc~ may contr<lct f;crvlccs \.;ith othel: government.:)l 

entities. 

2. DILLINGS shil11 retu1n o\mership of its buihling c1l1d Hill provide said 
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.]]. [tl [11 t' Jl·.J·rJrJll·,l(..J·'(~ .'.:]1.11.1 lIl:linlil.in .i.t,., 1.·(.·.<:).) .. r .. ·.1· veJAl.L.t J.ll<,J· .OJ~ . Ie usc 0: iJ, pin: '.H~~:;.. ~ ~ C,"" (J 

bti.Llllillg by pay illC) ,Ill bowJc:d Jn~]cbL<..;tlne8S i.mel i111 cZlpi t.:1l improvement:.; to .U1C 

building. 

3. That all books, periodicals, r~mpll1ets, audio-visual materials and 

o~her lib)~ill:y lnaterials in the pos~..;e!;s.i.on of the said lib1:ary in BILLINGS and 

all hcrei1[ter to be acquired by the joint City·-County Public Li'bnlry ~;11i111 be 

equally accessible to rosidents of BILLINGS and YELLOWSTONE under the rules and 

rC9ulations of said joint City-CotlntyPublic Library during the tCY.lTIS of this 

agreement. 

<1. 'l'ha.t in the event of the tCDl11.nation of tllis agreement by either 

BILLINGS or YELLO\·lS'l.'ONE, books and any cash reserves shall be distributed to 

the city and county'entities in the same proportions as expenses \'Iere shared 

during the tei:ln hereof. Those books subject to distribution are only tllose 

<;l.cquired during the period of this agreement and only those books from the 

circulating collection. nooks purchased previously by BILLINGS, and in current 

. use, shall be n:;turncd to the respccU..vc c:1ti ty. 2.gree.mcmt anti tes 

'" 
approximately twenty percent (20%) of the total budget each year shall be spent 

~ f9r library materials. - . 

S. In considel:ation of the pro:niscs, conditi.ons, and obligations herein' 

set forth, the do hereby agree to support and fund· the annual libra:cy 

budget as final deteDl1ined,' approved r ' and ncccpted by both in the . 

folloiYing manner: BILLINGS pgrees to support the l?udget in an aJnount not to 

exceed four and one-half (~l-:l) mills .and YELLOh'STONE agrees to support the 

budget in an amount not to exceed three (3) mills. Hhen less than the mill 

levies of four and one--half (~l':l) mills [or 13ILLn~GS ilnd in an amount of less 

than three (3) mills fqr YELLOI'lS'l'ONE is requin::d to fund the librcu:y budget, 

then the perGent each enti t~' \,i11 pay /3hall rcmain the ~~ame pel:ccnt as it w,?uld 

be if the four and one-half (4~)' mills for BILLINGS 211d three (3) mills for 

YELLO;-ISTQNE \yere assessed. 

6. Each pi1rty sholl pay its respectiva shure of i.:ll~ buu']ct to the 

Trcasuccr of the City' of Billings and the money tllCrein placed in a City-County. . 
.. Public L.iliri1ry Fund and ~;hall not be used for any purpose except thosc as. 

i.luthorized by the Joint city-County Public Libr,u'y BOi1rd of Trustees for library 

!;ervices as provillcd by the Laws of the State of "lontana ~ l\ny money not spent 
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pe~:cr.:llt of lobll buc1<jet that celeh cOl1tributed. 

7. T11c Doard of 'rJ:u~;teQS ~;hall be comvo;;ed of five (5) lnC'mhers; t1ll:ee (3) 

of villom sllall be appointed by tlw l1ilyor o.nd City Council of l31LLHJG3; ilnd two (2) 

of ylhom shull be appointed by the Board of County Commissioners of YellolVstone 

County, Hontana. A 

islntivc The terms of the Board of Trustees will not exceed five (S) 

years and the Trustees shall ~3erve no more thi1n two (2) full terms in succession. 

Initially, BILLINGS sh<J.ll appoint a Trustee for a'one-h<J.lf (l~) year term, shall 

appoint i.1 Trustee for a tV/o and one-lulf (21;1) year term, fjha1l appoint a Trustee 

for a fom- and one-half (4~) year term; YELLOilSTONE shall appoint a Trustee for 

a one and one-hi11f (11-:;) year term and for a three and ono--11alf (3~) year term 

all effective Ji:lnuary 1, 1976. Annually tho,"eafter, there shall be appointed 

before Ule first day of July of each yeai in the same manner as the original 

appointments [01' a five (5) year term, a Trustee to take the place of the 

ret'r'ng Trustee. vaca~cies in the Board of Trustee~ shall be filled for U1e 

" , ,} te)~m in the same manner as or ina1 uppointments. Trustees ~311all serve 

_ comp2nsation but tl1eiractual ilnd necessary eXl".::1ses incurred in tho 

'r[OXTtlilnCe of their officL:ll duties may be pilid from l.i briny funds. The BOilrd 

of Trustees shall 11avc the pO'.v~rs and duties set forth in R.C.i>1., 1917, as 

'runended, which by this reference are incorporated herein. TI,e Board of Trustees 

shall select one of its members as chail.'111an and such other officers as they deem 

necesscH}" for one (I) year tel.'111s. The Board shall adopt rules for governance of 

its 0\",11 affairs and s},aJ,l provide disbursing of funds in accordance with Section' 

4-1-220, R.C.H., 1917, ilS amended. 

8. It:i~] furthel~ agreed tl1at the nOilI'd of Trustees of the Joint City~County 

Pu:blic Lib}:ary 'dill pl:C:sent to DILLH~GS <1nd YELLOI'iSTONE at the end of t},e fiscal 

year a complote statistical and fin.:mcial report of the o1'or<1tiOI1 of the .Joint 

City-county Public Libr;:u:y., The Chief Libri1rian shilll suj'mit to tlle Board of 

'l'rnstccs .::l proposed buc1Cjct of total cxpencli tm:cs for tl1C next fiscCll year for 

;\pproval of the Bourd •. A scptn:i1t? budget I:Cqucst ~;h<111 be subnittcd for new 

constt'llction 01.' for c<::lpital i;llprovc:<1ents of cxi::;ting lib1'ary property. This 

ill11111,11 buclget shall then be presented to the appropriate 90verning body. 

9. l\ny p.:1rty to this (lCjl:ecrncnt may tel..lllinatc the S,lmc either by giving 

, ,
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10. This ,;<::'p:ccmcnt is cmLcl:c:d into for the fiscal year of 1976-1'1 after 
" 

which it will be ilutol!1aU.cal1y l:cnc\>;cd fJ:orn yCi.tl: to year ulJon the scnne terms ilnd 

cOllditions l~'JJf-r, p
,"· \ 'J." ~, '1 "1'T1'0',1""1'0"J'...) "n.· 1 '1')J. J r·) ....I. y ccrvl'c"," ,c~;; C'.ffcct)'v(.,.,1,,,,,-, l'Jl I)l:?Vl( e ~'> JI ,'i.'> 'tl ,( .J . 

iJlUnec1iatcly i1nd YELLO\'7.:~TO)~E vlill pay 131LLINGS One lltmdl-ed Thirty-Seven 'l'housand 

Dollars ($137 / 000.00) for Ule f yC;i:l1~ of 1975-1976. 'l'his agreement may bq 

rcvic,,'cd and be submitted fO.r reapproval at the request of ei tl1(~r of the pZlrties. 

11. It is understood and Ulat this agreement supccJ.edes and takes t])C 

place of all p):c:violls ilC]rCCJTlC'nts Zlnd C0111Tacls 'bc:Lwc('n the pdrtic:;; herc:to with 

J=efcJ:cnce to I:iJJra:t:y service , imd it is the in1.:8ntion of all piu-U.es to terminate 

all former contl'act:'S.without liabiliLy of any kind or c11aracter upon any of the 

parties the:ceto. 

TN HI'rNESS l'IJlEEEOF I the said City Council of BILLINGS has caused this 

agreel,;ent to be: l'xccuted cmd signed by its nayor and City C1eJ:k and the Boal.'d of 

County Commissioners of YELLOj')STONE h<:,s caused to be so exec1Ited, 

(SEAL) 


Attest: 


BOARD OF COUNTY CQ:-1HISSIONERS 
YELLo~ysrroNE COUNTY I nONTlINA 

~~¥~~--
Leo Kamp I ChaJ\:j,cm 

Attest: ' . < 

~Jk'c_~{ {fC;;,('?'if6.li/!:;/ 
!'!cl:rlll H. KJ urn1t " 

~lcrk ilnd Recorder 
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AMENDMENT TO CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY AGREEMENT 

~DMENT TO AGREEMENT entered into this ~ti:> day of 

~.R....A/ , 1977, by and between the following: 

The City of B,illings, Montana, hereinafter desig
nated City or Billings, 

and 

The County of Yellowstone, Montana, hereinafter 
designated County or Yellowstone, 

, WIT N E SSE foP H: 

WHEREAS, the Parties hereto entered into an Agreement for 
:j', .. ' 

\ 

" Library, Services on 27 October, 1975, and 
.::" : ,'1;' .''' < , '1 • 

• . j • . ', ! ~"':;Y.>·1 

. ;. .WH?REAS "the CITY OF BILLINGS has adopted a charter fqrm 0 f .. 
It.J\~.:\,· . I, 	 , , 

'}gQ;vernm~~ ~\'pich supersedeD in cart.!:d n parti.c'l.11ars that S1.:ate' law 
:. ':j ~" i .':,.; ;.j,' !c ' '. . '. ...
,nde'~'which .the Ag2:'ccmcnt was formulated, and 

t.yHF:RJ.~;\S, the Pat'ties hcretn desire to amo!HJthe same to ccafor;n 

NOvi, ~HI~REFORE, in cOllsideration of the execution of "this 


_...:eemep.t( and' the mutual covenants hereinafter expressed, it is 

. , 

mutually agreed as follows: 

1. All provisions of the original Agr~~ent between the 

parties,executed October 27, 1975, not inconsistant with the 

modifica~ions made by this Agreement, shall remain in full force 
. ,. \ . 

. '. and effect and are hereby ratified and confirmed in all respects. 
'\. 

2. The terms of the City appointees to the Library Board 


shall conform with the provisions of the City Charter. 


3. ..1.!le._LibrE-,!:Y_.!39a~d sllalll:1ave the exc:.!:t:lsive po:we~ and 

3H,lthority 	to determine policY;9r t.he operation of,the library, 

prepare budgets, determine the selection of materials and negotiate 

contracts and agreements incidental thereto and with other 

governmental agencies and such other power and duties as set forth 

in sections 44-219.1 and 44-219.2, R.C.M., 1947, as amended. The, 
Library Board shall be advisory to the City Administrator in all 

personnel matters. 



4. 'l'he "et; ;.(~f T.Jibrar ian" shall hereinaftel~ bE; referred to 

':;•.• 0 the "Library Di :::ector II • 

5. The Lib Director and 1 library personnel are City 

?ffiployees and d~ such are responsible to the City Administrator 

for all personnel matters, including hiring, firing and 

disciplinary proceedings. Except that the Library Director shall 

be confirmed by the Joint Library Board. 

6. The Library Director shall be responsible to the Library 

beard for the e~eclition of the policies of the Board as authorized 

in paragr3ph 3 ~Go~e. 

7. 	 'l'he part::Le; to this Agreerr.t:~nt, the City Adm: i .• 1istrator 

~.•1t.. et fere 

'til or in any'; usurp the exclusive authority gj.'a':'!i:t::h.1 to the 

.,: bra.ry Board i C:'.' paragraph 3 above. 

c(~cracts and agreements negotiated within the authority of the 

Library Board. 

9. The City of Billings will present to Yellowstone County, 

within a reaso~ablc time after the end of tfi~ fiscal year, a 

complete statistical and financial report of the operation of the 

Library. Said report shall be a condition precedent to further 

participation in funding by Yellowstone County. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said City Council of Billings has 

caused this Agreement to be executed and signed by its Mayor 

it to be executed this 

(SE1-'.L) 

AT'rEST: 

C'lty Cler , 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COr.'J1ISSIONERS 
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY, MONTANA 

(~~El\L ) 

A'J."l'ES'r: 

~:f(i;-rrrrr--iI-:-Kl u r,dt"--
Clerk and Recorder 

~~{fr1 
(~..' ~.. ~{J ,/
%~ " ~t?- ,~~ 

. E. M~oc , MemE~e~I~·~-----

\ ' "v J oj} '" 
) 
~ £;.1Y1/'- / ) ( ~(rtt:"j,.~~

Duan~ . chr1stensen, Member 
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