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PUBLIC LIBRARY
 
CERTIFICATION
 

. This certifies that our library 

N08Ili vALLEy PV8l..1C l-L6..R~ARY~ __ 
(library name) 

vqualifies as a "public library" 
formed under either Title 7 or 

MeA § 22-1-303 through 22-1-317 
/ 

Attached is the legal documentation 
establishing our library under the above. 

. rary Director 

Date
 



IJI'l'2ftLOCAL JJrLl!1:\~Y CCUT~.\C'!	 . 

THIS ACREEf'IEtlT, lracle and entered into this d 3. day of O~<I;t4d~1
 
1990, by and betveen the County of Ravalli, a policttal Gubdivlsl~n
 
of the State of Montana, ap~ the Town of Stevensvillo, a'~unicipal
 
corporation,
 

\'l I T Ii E	 SSE T rr 

:mEru:,\S, the TOlm and Cour,~y arc· desirous of entering into a contract 
whcreby library .sgrvices will be provicled for all of the residents of 
the D':'.strict from a centr.al .f:lcility located \Jithin the ~l'o~tn and opera­
teo by the joint efforst and authority of both parties; and said 
District will encomp 3S all of the landG and property now located 
\,,1 thin the bcun ries of the Stevensville and Lone Rocle School 
Districts; the school rictrictn arc named for boundary purposes 
on y, anel the exterior boundaries of the Library District shall co­
inci.d wi.th the exterior boundar":'?s of the tvlO naT,~ed school districts; 
and 

\·!IlEnr.AS, the creation of a Dintrict \vill better serve the needs and
 
convenience of the residents of the District and allol/ fair allocation
 
of the tax burden dmon[S those using the library services; ,.
 

, 
HO'.!, TlfE!\EJ?OIlE, the parties hereto agree as follo~/s: 

, 
.1.. nO,\[(D 07 'l'flUSTEES. There is hereb~' established a joint 

town-couney Iibrar:i, to be l<novIO as the Harth Valley
rUblic IJ: - ary, the principal buildinG' and fncilities 
for y/111ch shall be located Vii thin the TOlm of Stevensville. 
l'be opl.'r:at:i.on 0;[ tlw Lib;:-ary ~'I<ill be [rover-ned by a 
Board of 'l'rus{;.:::es Ivho shall be appointed and hold office 
in the manne;:- and for the terms described: 'rhe 'fo'.m 
Counci I shall appoint two m}mbers, both of ~/hom mus t 
be residents of the District, one of whom must ~c a 
'l'OH?1 re ;,id nt, one of Vlhom shall sa rve a term of one 
year, and the other shal serve a term·0f four years; 
the TIoard 01 County Commissioners shall appoint two 
residents of the District, ~.C of whom shall serve a 
term of two yearfJ, and one of \,/hom shall. serve a term' 
of three years; the Board of County Commissioners and 
the TOHn Council shall jointly appoint a fifth member, 
vho shall serve a term of five years; thereaft0~, each 
p~rson appointed shall serve a term of five years, anG 
the vacancies on ~he board shall be filled by appoint­
ment by the TOlm Councilor the Board of County Commis­
sioners, or both, depending upon which Of these bodies 
appointed the original Trustee ror that particulnr term. 

The Library Board ~hnll corisistG of said five tru~tees. 
Hot more than cue member of the governing body shall be, 
at anyone time, a member of such board. 

2.	 'l.'P,f1I1 AIm ·SALAn·Y OF nOAfU). Vacancies on the Iloard of 
'i'ur::;tces l'or unexpirod "€el;"lll shall be filed as soon as 
no,;:;::>ible in the manner in \"hicl1 t·1C members of the Doa.rel 
irh regularly chosen.Truste~s sh~ll riot receive a salary 
or other compensation for sarv ces aD Trustee, but ,neces­
sary expcnues actually incurred shall be paid by the 
Library fund. A library trustee may be removed only by 
vote the 'l'O'.m .Council or the DO:lrd of County Commi3sloners 
or i.Joth I dependinG upon \'I!1ich of these bollies appointed the 
oriffinal trustee for th:lt po.rticul~r term. The trustees 
sharI serve no more than two full terms ,~; succession. 

?O;.!I~\~j (IF ~O.\RD. The TIoard of 'rru::;tees. shall have tho 
::'>O'.f(~r~ and (Juhes 3~t fort\ in ::Cf\ 22-1-309~' ns the S2.r.1e 
reay be amc~ded from time to time, or ito successor provi­
sion, v/ilich by '~his reference 10 incorpor;:ltcd herein. 



·The 
and 

Board shall selcct ore o.L).!; mer]1bcl"s as..£l]~~ri!1~l, 
such other ,officers as tney may deem nec~ssary, . 

fOr one year t~tffi§. . 

4. FIllANCH1G THE LIDRAf1.Y. The noanJ ot: Tru[;tccG shall GutH"i t 
l ts budge E proposal to the To\"n Council and the Board of 
County Comm.i.ssioners in su[f~ciel1t time for each to il1­

....­ elude 
tions. 

'he recommendations in theit annuo.l budget consiuera­

'/
'Estima!;ed costa of ce:-vices: The estimated costs 01' 

services will e S::,OOO.OO annuallv. This will be ob­
tained by a District-\'/ide levy in e;;cess of the County­
'tlide levy; the sum of the diatrict levy a·..d. cc.mty levy 
viII not cxc ·ed 5 mills. Add tional service~ may be 
provided through grant~ a~d other non-mi~l levied 
sourCC2 .. 

:The f.in<:l.ncing 
fsourcc:; : 

of the D.istrict shull be from the t:ollOl/ing 

, . 
v 

J. 
2. 

A mill levy within the 
Fr.om g:cants, gifts and 

Di8!;rict 
ot:,er no 

S18,700.0P 

mi~L sources 2,300.00 

The a"'l.~ic.1.pntcd expen~cs of 'ell" District are as fo110\15: 
.. 

Operation and 
the Distric t 

maintenance of 
16,000.00 

2. Boole pu .chases and 
exp~nditLre3 

c:lpi tal 
9,000.00 

./ 
. '~:.c 1,1 brary s. all be supJiorteci by u Iibra:cy tax on all 
of t e pro.crty ,dthin ',e District, consistent with 
r·ICA 7-11-1112 and HC., 22-1-3040 

The 'o\·m of Stev":-tsvillc shall have 
a' tw ~orth Valley Public Library, 

custooy of the lund s 
and the Treasurer of 

Rava:li Co~nty shall transfer quarterly to tIS Town all 
.monies co Icc ted for the Horth Valley Library District. 

o~n 3RSHIl' Al,D DISPOSI !OH OF PROl'EllTY: 'fhe property of 
,the DIstrict I \'f/ll.:h COllSJ..$ts excluDJ..vely of personal 
property I \"n .)c 1aId by, and 

.The Town of Stevensville sh~ _ 
in the name of the Diatrict • 
provide adequate space 

\'ithin the Town Hall under lease agreement with the 
ILibrary District, arid the space shall be roviJedwithout 
~ost to t e District, but the DlstLict shall pay its 
hare of repair and maintenance, heat, power, and other 

I,. 
·utilitie3 for t e space provided. 

'DtR~TICN. The d~ration of this agreement 3hall be perpetu­
al. =:.G1C: .-\greement may uc termin:lted by mutual CO;i8ent; 
accompliahcd by notice of termination in writina, delivered 
be·t~/cc:, the partie3, and _' ective <LIter a ninety-day period. 

COrmITICN FOR BFFBCT. This agreement shall become effec­
:tive UpOll auop"Lio!1 and approval of the r·lultij\\rislliction31 
Service Di3trict ao prOVide~din r~C.~J-~1-~101a~~7-ll-'l12. 

/1"./fd1/' --;:7'"",<~/,~ /.--./ 
j iCllard • Sipes, ,·iayor 

-2­



QLn<{ ./ {l't'/".J
/?err:Y/L. Allen, . Cha.lri7lar.y. Boar of Commis::doncr3 

I o. n W. 10 1nson
! Ravalli County Attorney
 

jiTPHOVi::D;", .~
 

/~~(~~/~z/
:?ito bert D. ro\m
 
Town Attorney
 

APPROVED: .; 
.: . 

.. , 
::~ :

Attorney General
 
state of Montana
 

",.' 

-3­



PO Box 201800· Helena, Montana 59620-1800 • 406-444-3115 
FAX: 406-444-0266· http://msl.state.mt.us 

December 1, 2004 

Mr. Tim Schreiber
 
Farmers State Bank
 
725 Main
 
Stevensville, Montana 59870-0280
 

Re: North Valley Independent Public Library District 

Dear Mr. Schreiber: 

John Conlan, Chairman of the North Valley Independent Public Library District Board of 
Trustees has requested that I send a letter of clarification to your bank in regard to the
 
library's status as a public library district. It is my understanding that this request was made
 
to facilitate the refmancing of a building loan.
 

On June 8, 2004, the voters residing in an area defined by the Stevensville and Lone Rock 
school district boundaries approved the creation of the North Valley Public Library District 
and an ongoing mill levy to support that district. Subsequently, the Ravalli County 
Commission established the district and appointed the initial board of trustees. These actions 
were performed under Sections 22-1-701 through 22-1-711 of the Montana Code Annotated 
which provide the legal basis for the creation and operation ofpublic library districts in the 
state of Montana. In accord with MCA 22-1-708, the Ravalli County Commission is required 
to annually levy a tax on the residents of the district sufficient to raise the amount certified by 
the board of trustees and approved by the electors. Once a public library district is legally 
established, dissolution of that district (MCA 22-1-710) can only be accomplished by a vote 
of the electorate residing within the district boundaries. 

I hope this letter has clarified the basis under which the North Valley Independent Public
 
Library District was created as well as the stability of its public funding.
 

Please feel welcome to contact me by telephone at 1-800-338-5087 or by E-mail at
 
bocooper@state.mt.us ifI may be of further assistance.
 

Sincerely, 

CZ~~· 
Bob Cooper
 
Library Development Department
 

cc: John Conlan, Chairman
 
North Valley Independent Public Library District
 

An EqWlI Opportunity Employer 

mailto:bocooper@state.mt.us
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)
 

STATe: 1.J1' M(,m'JVj),. kAVALLI 't;I)'Jl'l'rY
 of 5164973 
IllirX'RDRD: ('91 t912ll01 10: 35 PF 

'·~<-.4;·~;·;tt;;C:'~.i;/,IIM. CLliRX JOO:> I\lICOIWSR B'i: AI/lZXJcbr'U4tJ,hJn.; 1'81':: 

I~TER.UX:,\L URItAItY CO:'lTR.\CT 

I ' Ii ' -~ .,i-/
THIS '\GREEMe~T.",!&de .nd fla(~n(j into lbIa R.:.- dal Df-¥"" '~:i "1001 by tIM
 

CI'&U1t)' or RJn'a1lL • J'4'6111::111 lIub~h'lll,m of tile StllCr or ~Iontana. IM1d the TO"'n o(
 

St""""M"IIIO'. 

, WIT~~~TH 

W HJ:;lU~S, ule COUllt~' alld llK' Towl1l1ltf cI~lrolit or ~n\niJt~1JJt<J It coalnrt 10 rrult 

th~ ~orth "aU.! Library (lhtriet (Dlltrict) Ulllttord:UI"e witb :\-fCA. § 22-)·31610 

provide libra" ,ervi(~s to dI l'6iitnls f1"ODIIi cenr.-.l facility ~led ",ilhln the __ 

Dilftrirt The IJRrlct sIulI .ncomp:au aU ur tile Janch and ,roperty now 'OClUed wHhht 

the bound."" of the SleVCRs,'We Mel LobO Rod.. School Dblrifb, Ow school d1.tricls 

ar. 112m.1I rUEbvundary pur-pot" onJ,.,:uuI th. nt.riar boI.alcla1ift orrJa. Li"r:arr 

J)i3trlct,lW1 incide with the r-xlt'rtor boWlirlfl Qf lhe two namftllChoul dUllricU as 

mon P2.rti~uJ y et..cribed i,)I Appendjy -'. attached, aDd	 ' 
I 

'-<•. ~ 

.....' 
'\\'lIE.RF.AS. tIM Dlaal'td will httu Mh'. the need, 111111 cOlWaal_. orth- re.lcl.... or 

the! Dtatrict lUll .n~ flUe .OOCJltJolil of ,.... tu buret.,. &moal: th.-Ilatnl: 1M alJrary 

WH.:RF.,lS, dit Dfttrid ,h:all h:ll..·• the printlflal buUdin= and fuilidulonted mthln, 
.:	 

lh~ Town of' Slf'Y~I\J."iJh· . 

NOW, 'fHl!:REFORE, t"~ partil'S he..rto agrre u roll0'ft8; 

1':, ' 

1.	 ~..Q/lliD Of TRVSTEJ.::S, lillu.:conlnrlCl: "'ill, MeA § 22· J-317, lh~ Optntion of the 

Libr.ry lhall be 8<>v~-d by 1\ 60ard QfTrustC" eumpri~ "ffivt: manbcn. TIu~ 

,{.ambcn shall be appoillted by the Board orCounly CQmmili&ionen, .n of{vhom l}IUA.1 
I

I
pbe r,	 ents C)fth~ l)illlJ'ict livina outaidc the irworptx..t::d boundaries oflho lDWn orj

!';Iev~,	 ville and I\\'O vf Ult m~mbcn Ihall PC lIJlI.ll.101I~ bv the l:9wn of SIC'IalISvillo 

L( -	 I 0\ 
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rni~alty. the: County shall appoint itJ IIlCI11b.:o for tiJltBc:red 1cmu of OM, ~htcc, *lI.I 

/i...·t ~·c.~ r.::apcL.1;'\'tly. 'The: Ta....':l ~h,,'1 in\1ial~' ~int its mcmbcn tIJ uallC'T':d 

lenns of twQ and foor y~. Sub~( '0 \hC Il:unrlllion ofcadI initiill tcim. ~~ch 

~Ol\ IIppoint~d shall Krve IIllcrm 01 h~'C yean, and lUI~ VlKNIQlM .>1\ ~ boud man 
be ~Iled by i1ppoinlmOl( by tbe approprillt~ governing bvdy. Not more than one 

mcm~cr oftiJe r~ccti\·c SO"cmmg bodic~ ~hllll be-,at .n~ one time, a mcmb.::r ofllUch 

ooRrd 

r 

2.	 TERM AND SALARY Of RQARU VII.t;4liciCli on Ihe &ud orTfU:ltCC$ for 

untpil"ed lcrtnll Ulan be filled lUI soon lIS J'O"iblc in /J1c: rnaltJ1tr 111 whic:h the ~" 
of1he Board ~ rcgul:arty cho&Q. Trus1cn ahall no( ,"c;lYC a &ahll)' or other 

~!lation r('f'servioell at Trustee. bul ne~ am.uatl)' ;oouTTod may be; 

r:lIid from librlitV flJrllk,,,, I ,Irri.v· t't'Jl~.r! n1lt ll t~ ~rT1O\'ISO unlv ov vuu: 01 UlC' 

1 i 
re1pr:ChVC governmg ~ The TnJ~ shall serve nol more; tM.n t ....o fUll ~ In 

D.J~'Ot;AKm. 

J ~~OOAllQ. Th< "i•.fr~",,,. ,h.lI ha.. lhc pow~ ••, ."Ii" '" 
!otth in Me..\ 22·1·309, :I~ the satc may be imcnc:d tlQrn tin~ '0 time, or il$ 

1I11CceUO" provision, which by this rIIfuenec i$ inaorpoflltr:d hercliD. The Library Board 
i 

oJ'Tnmc:ca .haJl have c;(ol\lsi.,.c: control ufthc; r;lCpCndit\lr~ I>f\h.:: p:.lblio libruy fund, of 
I	 • 

conatruetion or !use oflibnry builJings, and oflhe operation and care of tho library. 

TIle Library &wd ofT~"CC'of every publi~ J;!mlry shaU; 

(1) adopt bylaws Old ns lu tor ill o~~n tl&nsaclicn orbu"~ and fC>l" the; 

~.wcmmenll)flhl: library, nut ia:wn&iatcot '-lIith l:.w; 

(2) WAblish ~nd locah: a cenrral pubJi" librllry IJ34 may nuhliGh mndel therc<)[ (I
)
 

.urn plllceJ at lIrl: decnxu DI:O:~;
 

(3) have tfto power to corltrllL1, including the risht to oor;t.r..,;1 WiUl r<'lIioN, (;OlJn1i..,. 

"iti~s, lIchool diltTiets. educali~1 i...titu~ tJK Itatc library, and .:>thtr Iibru"ic:a,. to 

give and I'c~iv;; library ~cc, throu/Yt the bo.rd.t of lIUg!J r~8iolU, couotieR and citi~" 

I
 

r 
" 

I
 
I
 
! 
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and tnt: di9lti.:n school board5, Ind 10 pay oul or receive fund- to pay costa or,urn i 

I
(4) ha~ the flCWI:r to ~quin;. by P\lNha:s~, J~vi~ IQ$C or olhenl.lsc••"tilo oWJ')

Ianti hold n;.1 &n~1 pers;)n'-l pr~l:l1y in the 1I'oIlll4: c)(1he city Of" QQdll)' or balh, at the 
I 

~uc ma~·~. (.,.- tM utle anJ pIIrp<>t&CS o(the libr'f)' and li) sell, exchange ex otl1crw1,c I
 
dispose of property rca' 'If p~f30nlll. whcn no longer required by tJle library and 10 I 
ill~ure lhc:: (c:~1 Ind rU:tl)n~1 pI")I)Cr1y ofthc Iibnry; 

(S) p~y ncx..~ ~X~1i ofmt.mbcn oftm; libary ~1.ffwhc;n on "u.irJ.Cll¥ oflhc 

Ii arv. ­

(6) rcparc an lUlr.ual budget. II1dicati~ what support and main!l:nAJ'lCt oflhe ~.':~f

libflU), will be required frorn pub';c fun<k, for lWhmi"ion 10 !he appr<>priatc: .~ocy of 

lhe' govrnmg body. A Scplr8te budget rcqucallh.U be IUbmii~d for new cOrllitruetion 

or fO,. Q4pital impr~'m'I~t of clIlisting libnty pr~-; 

(7) mllke.n Illnual n;port to the 8'>veming body ofthc coUnt.y on !he: condition uld 

operation nflhc library. including a t'itWIcialllatenJ(nl The trulilces shll a''>O provide 

for the keeping of lu~h lClCords Q ,hall be Tequired by the Montana State Library in ita 

request for an annual rcpoI1 from the publill libntiQ and 'haIllUbmit 11.\011 an annual 

rcpol110 the Stat4 Libr-ary; 

(8) have: the po,vcr 10 ;a.:oeep1 ~itk. grants, don.ti~ deviseE, Of" bequesu of property, 

real or- pcnonal, Irom whatc:ver SoOUrt.'e and to c:\pend (1' bold, work, .nd impw'l.'c Illc 
; 

~~ for th<: specific P\lrpo~c "flhe gift, snnt. donation, dcvi5G. or bcqu«t. Theil: gif\.s, 

granlC, donali"ns. dcvjKII, and b.:~uesta shall be "~l-uparate from regula,. library 

~'d3 :anJ are nol 'ub.i ....."110 tcvel'~;Qn :\t the end ofl"" liseal )'c:ar. 

I (9) nacise such otht'f powe~, not ~i~onl ",ith law, r.ccasat)' for the etfcdivc 

Il'C anJ mall~~ ...,fthe ~brary. (MeA 22- 1·309) 
I 

The f.\.wd sllll11 ~lcct tme uriLS m.:mbc~~ M clwim~n, IUld &uch "th,,: orr. ...~rs u tho:y 

may tkem DOXSUlry. for om year 1"1l'S. 

4 q~AI'CING.IHE LlURARY The Library Dire..-wr and the Board ofT~&tees shall 

submit the l.ib(ary'e ouu~c1 fl1"()~~ lAHht: BOllfd ofCoomy Com.nli~,.oner.o "Qd rown ,­

r..,' 
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CounQiLWnuffi.:i.:ntlim. f"r Ihem 10 indudc th\: l«olllm<:ndlliow iI'lthcir annuill 

~;'dijd oonaidc1'lltiollll. 

i _ 
Estimated co.'" of~i..:CJ; TIx: atimaleu CQlIl:i oft.A:rvicca lU'I:: ",no wlll continue to be; 

obL4ined by 11 DiSCti~l-wi.k Levy. Addiliof'l.lll scn.-jCts may ~ provided lhrough gr.nu 

IU)d vther non·milll-:\·ied sourcC$. 

'Ib.: Library will be suppunc:u by II libnry 11iX on 1\11 I)fthc; PTOIKrtv wilhil11hc DishM. 

cons~~'twilh ,\fCA J~11·1112 Ind MCA 22.1-3041. l1owcvcr. the total rni/lI~V1ed 

m.y nuL \;:\"",,1;1.1 5 mil!.lI /I)r INIJI L'U\lO\)' ;an'" l'o\~n ~1.k04:e. 

~ C~nly of R".n; .n",o;... TO':: of sle~"'v;lI, 'n.y Ql.~l;... Iib"ry 

ecj~tion fund for tJ\C replacr",C'nt and .u:qui~ition of property. c"pillll ' 

ovtmtnt!l' a.,d Cl"juipmcnl ncceft~ to maintain ud impro,~ library S«V1oXS, U 

ttl f4 in MeA 22-1-305 I:> 22-1-307. 

(\ further Cumin8 consideration i; a category oC ~ci<ll bucJs<:t requcsa tundcd by 

&Ourc«. Olher than loaIlllllte1 for Pfojcd.s such 1'5 oapit»1 impro\'erne~ long-term 

funding commitmenli or speciol one-tim~ .lIUoc:\tions. 
I 

Thf employcc~ ufthc: N\lrth Va!lcy ubrary Ujsu;';t sh:-U be: county employees ,ubj~'(;t 

Lo founty penonnel policies. 'The County acknowltd8" ~ supervision and control or 

\~ cmplo)'''n l'ClIidc" .....·ilh ~ Hoard ofT...llicc, ofthc North VlIlIt:y Library ~icl 

a~ dc:fm~ by Mootan:l Law. 

~" County ofR4V:lili ~h 11 have custOO) of the funds of tile ~orth Valley Library 

DiF\;I. and \he Tn:lll>ur ,. orRlv~l1i C()unly .h...;t hold alll'tlOflCy!l collwtcl (or lh<: 

N6rth \'~lIcyLibrary Dmri.1f. The: Counly ~~t:I to ...."1 u fiscal agent and to suppl)' 

iWmirQ8tr.h...~ s.«:n.i;cs h' Ihc J)islrit"t Libury, indlldini pltyrollal'lll.':&;~'OnlinlJ, IlnI1 
I 

ot~er ~;!'li~:ml in support act; V:UC3 noCUll.1ry to the continued opcnticm of the 

j 
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.'	 OWNERSHIP A~I) ')ISI~\)SITIO~ Of PROptRTY: The orooert\' of~ D1W'iL't. 

\l'hi.:~ "j person"1 lUld real pru~I1Y, will be held by. and in Ute nam~ o.~ 

T"ln ofStevcMV%!; .-rid the; ~onh "Ilk)' Llbrory Di..riCi. 
I 

In the: cvmt ",f .!;wulloo of <lIC ~vrlh Vitlll:y LibrllJY l)iljtri,,'1.. ail ptQp<rtiet. 
. ( 

C(l11.~i~in~ (\f perflcnalaud n::ll. wi11 I~l~ tile prop:ttr "r[he' J'OWll "fSlcvcnwil~. 

! 
6.	 Pt.:RATION. 'The duration ofthi~ agn:ement sltall be p&'rpduaJ. The Agrr;cmmt rna)' 

Ix tf,minal.&:d by mutu.11 c"n.~cnl &C\:om~)ishcd by oolicc \)r,~nninalion in writing, •• 

d'T'i 1><IWWl''''' pao"" M,d 011'""". all« a "'''''''....y (90) I"',ad. 

7 'mTION fOR £FFfCT Thi.: ~grccmen~ wll beCOO"lC dfecti\ic 00 September 
I 

13,' 001 and UI'O" adoption and aplXOv11 by the Doard cfCowl1y Commissiollml and 

tht oWn Council uf1he Town ofSlcvcra\;lIe. 
A,,-: . ,.r 

I "Efl'· . aw~ ..,~"mor.::> •• 1001.I 

Ch«i1l11an, R.lIIIIli Co 

I	 ~~f'----
M.yOf William~ 
TO....11 of Stevcn5,'il!e 

''''.
 




