Library Board Members and Terms

Initial question from librarian: The city would like to appoint board members in December when they
appoint all the other board members. Can the library be on that schedule?

Response from Tracy Cook — May 10, 2011

In looking at MCA 22-1-308 board members are supposed to be appointed in July, so | recommend
leaving the schedule as is. Here is a copy of the code: 22-1-308. Public library -- board of trustees. (1)
Upon the establishment of a public library under the provisions of this part, the mayor, with the advice
and consent of the city council or city commissioners, shall appoint a board of trustees for the city
library and the presiding officer of the board of county commissioners, with the advice and consent of
the board, shall appoint a board of trustees for the county library.

(2) The library board must consist of five trustees. Not more than one member of the governing body
may be, at any one time, a member of the board.

(3) Trustees shall serve without compensation, but their actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their official duties may be paid from library funds.

(4) Trustees shall hold their office for 5 years from the date of appointment and until their successors
are appointed. Initially, appointments must be made for 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-, and 5-year terms. Annually
thereafter, there must be appointed before July 1 of each year, in the same manner as the original
appointments for a 5-year term, a trustee to take the place of the retiring trustee. Trustees may not
serve more than two full terms in succession.

(5) Following the appointments, in July of each year, the trustees shall meet and elect a presiding
officer and other officers that they consider necessary, for 1-year terms. Vacancies in the board of
trustees must be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as original appointments.



