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CZ	All right, we are here today with Alisa, and if you want to give me your name, date…
AH	Alisa Herodes. 6-30-65.  
CZ	And where do you live?
AH	Great Falls, Montana.  
CZ	What is your occupation?
AH	Design.  I do kitchen and bath design.
CZ	What’s the name of your business?
AH	Dimensions Cabinetry.
CZ	How long have you been doin’ that?
AH	11 years.
CZ	So what is your spouse’s name?
AH	I do not have one, we’re divorced.
CZ	Oh, okay.  Umh…what about your grandparents and parents, what were their names?
AH	Grandma was Helen Larson, well it was her married name.  Helen and Guy Larson.   They got married in 1920.  And her maiden name was Berger or Berger (says with accent- sounds like Bersjay).  And I actually remember her telling me how to pronounce her last name and I thought…she was a trickster, she used to joke around all the time and had a pretty fun sense of humor, but when she was telling me it’s Berger (with accent)! Ha!
CZ	Because it’s spelled Berger…
AH	Yeah, B-E-R-G-E-R.
CZ	Okay.  And that was your grandmother.

AH	Yeah, and my grandfather is from Galesburg, Illinois and he’s not Metis.   
CZ	Now the Berger…go ahead…the Berger side goes back to…tell me about them?  I know they were early settlers (Central Montana).

AH	Umh…oh yeah, well.  There was Pierre Berger and Judith Wilkie Berger that are touted with founding Lewistown because they brought a bunch of Metis families with them through like that Milk River area on into…ah, ‘cause they heard there was fertile land, there was water…it was, I think from reading, Pierre heard it through somebody in the military that they traded with or knew somehow that there was good land here and that’s where he ended up.  Come to think of it too…there’s several books I have of the Metis, I mean like a little mini library.  But this is…I’m sure you’ve seen photos of them?

CZ	Yes!

AH	At the (Lewistown) library?

CZ	Yep.  Very strong looking people (examines photo).

AH	Aren’t they?  I mean could you imagine?  She, they had 13 children!

CZ	And it seemed like a lot of the families did have that many kids.  Why did they come down- because you said the land…what happened to them in Canada that they felt they needed to leave?

AH	It wasn’t the Red River Rebellion.  No.  As far as I know they were not part of the Red River Rebellion.

Waitress brings out lunch.

AH	I wanted to share this photo with you…

CZ	So while we’re looking at the photos…tell me more about Pierre.  It was not the Red River Rebellion.  And we can look at those later, too.  

AH	Yeah, but I just wanted to show you…

CZ	Ahhh!!!  This PHOTO!  Wow it’s awesome (original and most well-known photo of Pierre and Judith)!

AH	I think somebody had this photo and did the painting from it.  I’m almost sure of it!

Overtalk

CZ	It is!  So, tell me about, not the Red River Rebellion…


AH	Oh, can I grab one of those?  Oh, nope they’re right here (eating utensils)!   Ah no.  As far as I know they were not part of the Red River Rebellion.  But I do have a…my grandmother kept diaries and, it wasn’t even really a diary.  She’d write little snippets of stuff.  Even on a calendar. Like, I can look back in the 60s, Guy and Helen, who’s my mom and dad, came to visit.  And or…the Japs…yes…the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor.  Ha!  And it was a couple days before that when I’m reading, they’re like…they actually wrote about they think it was gonna happen.  So, when they see it was not a surprise reading my grandmother’s little stuff, just penciled in this book, it’s like, well they must have known ‘cause there was talk about the Japanese attacking somewhere.  Well maybe they didn’t know where, but, things, ah, just like that.  And, one thing that I did see somewhere down the lines is that during the Red River Rebellion, they were keeping an eye on us thinking we were gonna take up arms against them, too, the Metis, the half-breeds basically. Which I know that my grandmother hated that word being called a “breed”.  But that’s the only reference to the Red River Rebellion.  Was…they were…and this is Tyler, Montana area I thinking and Lewistown and that area.  Battrick, Montana where the families lived a lot.  Which are now ghost towns, but umh…

CZ	That was where they kinda settled then.

AH	Yeah.  Like my mom was born in 1929 in Grass Range.

CZ	Unhun, unhun, (crunching).  So…Tyler, Montana.  They were French and…?

AH	They were Scotch.

CZ	They were Scottish!! 

AH	French and Scottish.  Yeah, my mom’s line is Chippewa, LaFromboise was her mother’s  maiden name.  And then umn…her mother’s name was Cadotte. C-A-D-O-T-T-E.

CZ	Okay.

AH	But that line of the…right.  HaHa!!!

CZ	So, Cadotte…All of them were from, they were French, or they were Canadian mixed?

AH	Well, kind of the Hudson Bay.

CZ	Cadotte was French Canadian wasn’t…?

AH	We’re talking back in the 1600s when they came over with the Hudson Bay Company in that era, and I think that’s where the Luejkes (sp) came from, from Scotland.  And ahm…

CZ	Okay.  So, we’ve got Berger, Wilkes, Cadotte, and Lafromboise, LafromBOISE (pronounces correctly).
AH	Lafromboise (restates pronunciation).  Rasberries!  Ha!

CZ	HaHa!!  Did they speak the Scottish language do you know?  Any of the family?

AH	Ah…I know that the Wilkies spoke 5 languages and I think some Scottish and French.  Mischif.  And I think also my great grandfather spoke 5 languages.  But my great grandmother, D’amatille (sp) LaFromboise  did not, she spoke Chippewa.  Chippewa only, yeah, she didn’t speak any English.

CZ	Was she full blood?

AH	Was she what?

CZ	Was she full blood, no LaFromboise…was she half then?

AH	Well…no, I don’t know, ha!  I’m not sure how it all works but my sister and I are part of the Little Shell Tribe.  Chippewa.  And I think, I don’t even know the percentage but, they have me as ¼ and I don’t think I’m that much, but I don’t do the math, they do. So…

CZ	Umhm.  Right, right.  Well, that’s a pretty good percentage, I mean for as many generations that have come down.  

AH	Right.  I would think I’m half of that but I don’t know.  But like I said I don’t…

CZ	Umhum.  So, they all came down together in the same group or I know there were a couple different groups.

AH	Well…there was a couple different groups but it was Pierre Berger that brought the families and there were families of Ouelettes, LaFromboise, LaFountains, and I know it was Elizabeth Swan also wrote a story about how they come over in the creaky Red River carts and at some point, you know, they just had the settlement and umh…

CZ	In (what later became ) Lewistown?

AH	Yeah.  Right outside of Lewistown.  And ah, I think there, was Bernard LaFountain got sick along the way and died.  He’s like the first buried in that Metis section, wherever they started burying people.  Apparently, they took a part of a Red River cart and made a coffin and gave him, you know, the Catholic service as best they could, because there wasn’t a priest there at the time but…

CZ	Wow.  And you said Swan.  Tell me again how you are related to Swans?

AH	My grandmother’s cousin, Elizabeth.  And I remember visiting her when I was little.

CZ	You remember visiting Elizabeth Swan when you were little?

AH	Yes, I was very little.

CZ	Really!!

AH	I remember…white haired, umh, she had glasses like my grandmother’s.  They looked like the same glasses with the black and the, you know, cat eye kinda?  With I think they had metal on the bottom of them?  Worn linoleum with a certain pattern.  It’s like I have a picture in my head.  And she was sitting by, just like a wood stove, in a chair and yeah.  That’s about all I remember, I was little.

CZ	That was her home in Lewistown?

AH	I’m guessing it was because we went there to visit her.  And I guess it happened a few times, but I don’t really remember specifics.  You know when you’re a kid…I remember going to another cousin’s, Fergus, who is also a Metis.  And all I remember…I ca…barely, the reason I remember him, he was in a wheelchair.  But I remember the geese in the back yard chasing me. Haha!!  But I don’t really, you know, it’s like what did the house look like, I couldn’t tell you.  Or where it was, or anything.  

CZ	Right.  So, I’m curious about your mom.  Did she ever experience any kind of prejudice?

AH	Well…not that she’s ever told me.  I’m gonna guess not.  Um…because…she looks white.  She’s got, well…I shouldn’t say she looks white, but, yeah.  When she was in a rest home, just like for a couple of weeks, she passed away 6 years ago and…umh…she bowled a 200 and two days later she was in the hospital.  She was in transitional care at this point for a couple of days and I remember a nurse asking me, “Is your mom Native American?”  And I was like…how do I answer that.  Just because, is it gonna affect her care.  And I was worried about that, which God forbid that was the reason.  You know but ah…I’m proud of it and I’ll own it, but…I was still a little, kinda wondered if it would affect her care, so.  I did say yes, but I did hesitate to do so.  That’s terrible when you think about it.  In this day and age?  Hah…

CZ	 Yeah, yeah.  I know what you’re sayin’.  So, she had…you were talking about the bullets, were those more her family recipes that passed down?

AH	Ah…I’m guessing so.  My mom wasn’t a very good cook.  HaHa!  But ah…I know her and dad would get together and make it.  Oh God!  I love them still to this day!  They really bring back memories of just…I have some cousins from…and I might get you in touch with them too if you’d like to, ‘cause they really…I know this is a dumb thing to say…even though I belong to a Native American tribe, they’re more Indian than we are but we are from the same bloodline and we’re the same like…my great grandfather, and their great grandfather were brothers.  Haha!!  But…they were raised more Native American if that makes sense and we didn’t have a lot of customs, we didn’t have a lot of…I was probably 6 or 7 years old when I found out I was Native American.  Grandmother told me.  And I remember it was after dinner, mom’s in washing dishes and in the kitchen, we’re on the other side of the wall just visiting, where the tv’s at, and grandma was saying, “Did you know you were Native American?”  and I said, “Hunuh!!!” and she started telling stories, you know.  Grandma and her stories.  But I did hear my mom from the other room, “Mom!”  HaHa!  You know like, careful where you go with that kinda thing.  My mom went to college, she was in a sorority.  I think that she probably kept it under wraps because she was afraid of being…ah…judged maybe.  It was that era!  ’54, ‘55.  ’53, ’54, 55.  

CZ	Where did she go school at?

AH	Ah, Bozeman and the College of Great Falls.  Yep, yeah.  She ended up being a school teacher back at the N Bar Ranch School.

CZ	Really!!!

AH	Yeah, ‘cause that’s where she went to school when she was young.

CZ	Oh!

AH	Yeah!  HaHa!  

CZ	So, she was raised in Lewistown.  Where were you raised at?  

AH	Here in Great Falls.

CZ	Here in Great Falls.  So, she came here when she married her husband?

AH	Well, ah, she came here for work.  And got her teaching degree and she taught school out at Sun River and some here in Great Falls later, but I remember, I’ve got paperwork that she had to get an emergency license so that she could teach.  And before the paperwork and everything went through.  And my grandfather worked for N Bar Ranch way back in the day before he ended up buying a place of his own in the Grass Range area.  

CZ	So, that’s a question I should ask.  What kind of occupations did your family members have when they lived in the Lewistown area, those old timers on down then to your grandparents?

AH	Ah…well I’m sure my great, great grandfather and my great grandfather were still fur traders and trappers as best as they could be.  I’m guessing my great grandfather maybe…I don’t know had…you know, not the opportunity ‘cause things, the buffalo disappearing, etc.  Ah…and then my grandmother actually had the mail route for Fergus County, in that area.  Well…Grass Range to Tyler, in that area.  She just did the mail route.  

CZ	When would that have been?
AH	I’m gonna guess ‘30s.  ‘30s ‘40s.  And there is a book called The History of Lewistown and it irks me when I read that because…ahhh…there’s a little blurb in there about my grandparents.  And they talk about my grandfather, Guy Larson, a handsome strapping man from Galesburg, Illinois married to a small be-speckled woman.  Small, dark, be-speckled woman, meaning my grandmother!  

CZ	Haha!!

AH	And I’m like, I don’t think of her ever as small and dark?  

CZ	Hahahhhhaaa!!!

AH	And that HE had the mail route!  It wasn’t his, it was hers!

CZ	Ahhhh…

AH	Yeah…and it’s like, no that’s not it.  HaHa.  And it’s irksome because I think…she was Native American.  They probably didn’t understand how THOSE two got together.  You know, or whatever but…

CZ	How did they meet?

AH	Umh…I don’t know how they met but I know that, umh…she went to St. Peter’s Mission, grandmother did.  I still have her little Catholic School bible from there and ah, I actually have a post, a post card from St Peter’s Mission from one cousin to another saying, “Remember the fun times we had here?” which…

CZ	Haha!!

AH	I do remember…I know!!!  But just because, I remember my grandmother saying that she spent afternoons peeling potatoes and stuff in the kitchen.  And I’m sure it’s because…she also told me this story that she was rounded up and…a horse and buggy came by for her and her sister.  

CZ	To go to school or to be…really?

AH	Yeah!  Yeah.  So…I’m like…

CZ	In Lewistown they were rounded up or?

AH	Yeah.  And brought out to Cascade, ‘cause they lived here.

CZ	What time period would that have been do you think?  

AH	She was born in 1894 or ’96.  I’ve got paperwork that says both dates.  So, maybe 1895 just to span between them.  But ahm…and she got her 1st communion at ah…1906, and the same father, I’m guessing at Cascade, married Guy and her in 1920.  

CZ	Oh…cool!

AH	Yeah! 

CZ	So, part…

AH	So, he’s been in the family a long time.  

CZ	And when they came here (Great Falls), it was probably in the 00s or teens when they rounded her up as a child.

AH	Well no, I think it was pretty early.  

CZ	So, when you said 1890s…

AH	Yeah, in 1895 she was born so, and she did her 1st communion in 1906, so…I’m guessing around that time 1906 time frame that maybe…and I didn’t believe her.  I was just like, nobody does that!  Well yeah. She told me that story several times.  And I’m like, mom is that for real?  ‘Cause I said…grandma was a trickster.  She was just that woman! And…God I learned so much from her!  Stories she told, and I just wished I paid more attention.  

CZ	Do you remember other stories?

AH	Ahm…just, yeah just about life and…but she talked a little bit about school, and…it didn’t, it’s surprising that one Indian cousin to another saying the fun times we had here because it didn’t seem all that glorious, I guess.  Ahm…which she did a lot of kitchen work it seemed.  Just from stories.  

CZ	Kitchen work not at the school but other places?

AH	No at school.  No definitely at school.

CZ	At school, okay.

AH	And maybe that’s what she remembered most about school.  But…I can tell from her writings that they educated her well because, you know, she DOES write well and does…I notice mistakes…haha!!!  So, I’m like, huh that’s not spelled right or that doesn’t make sense, you know.  She DOES make sense.  

CZ	So she would’ve…did she go through 8th grade or more do you think?

AH	At least.  Probably 8th grade.  Ahm…and I don’t know, I do have report cards from different years.  The Lucky Ford School, wherever that was.  I ‘ve got a report card of hers from…God I don’t know if it’s dated or not.  It might be and I could take a look at that.

CZ	Lucky Ford? Would that have been Lewistown area or we don’t know for sure?

AH	I don’t know.  Something that I need to look into, ‘cause I’ve been curious.  

CZ	How did she meet her husband then do we know?

AH	Umh…he wanted to be a cowboy.  And came out to Montana.  And ahm…I have a post card from his parents to him and it was probably…and I think he came out, and I think he was probably 3 or 4 years younger that my grandmother, but he came out in…what year was it?  Maybe in 1918 is the date on the post card.  Why haven’t you written!  Obviously, he got it ‘cause I still have it.  But it’s like, why haven’t you written!!  Like where are you and what are you doing you know his family is…hahah!!  And that’s all the post card, like one line basically.  Haha!!

CZ	Powerful.  Haha!!!

AH	HaHa!!!  Hint, yeah.  

CZ	So…did ah…did the family have any prejudice, the white side towards the Native American…did you ever hear any stories like that?

AH	You know, if they did…I didn’t catch it.  I know that Guy’s family moved out here and homesteaded themselves.

CZ	They did!

AH	Yeah.  From Illinois.  And I don’t know the correlation but there’s some Davison family with the Larsen family that this…but I didn’t hear stories about him maybe because it was so sad.  But his name was Ronald Davison, and he died during WWII, during Operation Market Garden.  And he…

CZ	What was the operation?

AH	Market Garden.  It was in Norway where they kind of…the troops were supposed to land and I think a lot of them parachuted into the water and they were sitting ducks basically.  I don’t know it didn’t go well for the United States, but Thank God they won the war, but anyway, he got killed there.  And it’s so funny I haven’t talked about it but...like there’s artwork from school with his name on them and little books like original Peter Rabbit with his name inside of it.  And different things and…ahhh…where I don’t know, you know the cor…how he fits in that well, and anyway…he is non-Metis.  

CZ	Non-Metis.

AH	Yeah.  So, I’m guessing no.   The family got along great.  And the people that came from Illinois had, didn’t seem to have a problem because they kinda just, they came and, you know…Aunt Julia that made pies at, Guy’s sister Julia made pies for the Fergus Café for years in Lewistown.  And won all the pie…Haha…in the state fair, you know. 

CZ	Haha!!  Cool.

AH	So no.  I think there was…around town I think a little bit.  Just that blurb in the book about small, dark, be-speckled woman. It really irks me.

CZ	Umhum.

AH	And that it was Guy’s mail route, it was grandmothers.  She also was…what county, if it was Fergus County…head of the Democratic Party.  Which I think it was a different animal back then but I’m not sure when that all changed.

CZ	What was her name again?

AH 	Helen Larsen.  Helen B. Larsen.  So, Helen.  She didn’t have a middle name but B for Berger but...   

CZ	Oh, I see.

AH	Mom’s name was Helen also, so, little Helen…

CZ	So, little Helen and Big Helen.

AH	Helen and Little Helen haha!  Never was big Helen.  My mom was taller than her.  Haha!

CZ	HaHa!  Did any of the family serve in the military, the Metis side?

AH	Yes.  So, another cousin.  Again, the Fleurys, its ah…John Fleury and his brother Alfonse.  I have some photos of them.  I know that John Fleury…I don’t know if he lived with grandmother or lived with her family, I’m not sure how that all fit in again.  I just…there’s so much stuff I haven’t read, like I have a suitcase full of letters that I want to go through.  But there is one that I found it was during WWI when John was serving over in Germany, there’s this letter it says, “Dear sis”, to my mom, or to my grandmother, “Dear sis,” he goes, “there’s a field of wild roses, I’d love to pick you a bouquet” and you can tell there was one in there ‘cause there was a little green smudge on the paper.  And ahm…he talks about, just what he’s doing, who he’s met.  Later after the war  he worked for the CDB, or for the …Civil Conservation Corp, CCC.

CZ	Oh CCC, oh yeah.
AH	CDB (meaning CCC), I don’t know why, what does that, mean, anything.  But anyway…and worked on the Vandalia Dam.  Broke horses in between working at the dam and ah…yeah, yeah.  Honestly, I have a crush on this guy.  I know he died before I was born, but he just seemed like a “Dude” you know!  

CZ	Yeah.  Haha!!!

AH	He did, he just really did!  Like…I’ll bet he’s probably a foot shorter than I am but I was just like, he’s just cute and he seemed like a character.  Just, yeah, like a lot of fun.  Him and my grandmother were close.

CZ	Is this…was he the only person that served in the military?  Were there others?

AH	Ahm…There’s…I have pictures of some Ouellettes from WWI.  And ahm…one of them is in uniform.  Some Pauls but again, I don’t know who they are.  I don’t know…I grew up around Oulettes or Oulette.  Ahm…and again, when you are a kid, it’s all peripheral.  The LaFromboises, I remember several dinners with them, you know before they passed.  Even as a kid I remember that, but…

CZ	What were dinners like with family members?

AH	Oh, just any dinner, the fried chicken, potato salad kind of thing!  It really wasn’t any ethnic much.  Ah…Bannock wasn’t a thing, ah…fry bread wasn’t a thing…but the bullets were a thing in our house!  Haha!!!  God, I love ‘em!  Haha!!  

CZ	Any dancing, jigging, any musical instruments?

AH	Ahm…yes.  Oh my God, music, yes.  There’s…I think my grandmother coulda won an award for the amount of crosses and musical instruments pulled out of her house when she passed.  

CZ	Angels for my mom.

AH	Ha!  Indiscernable…Everything for my mom!  But my grandmother…yeah, we have violins, old ukuleles, guitars and we kept ‘em.  Harmonicas, I mean…yeah…I’m glad we kept ‘em.

CZ	Umhum…

AH	Some are like…the instruments are in pretty good shape, but the cases themselves are just deteriorating.  But ah…

CZ	I’m assuming they probably had all kinds of parties, I mean was it family…


[bookmark: _MON_1678788568]AH	I don’t remember a lot of dancing but I do remember once when I was a kid, and I remember I was sick.  And…they…it was morning I was still in my pajamas or maybe I was still sick and I was in my pajamas I don’t remember.  But I was staying with grandma and grandpa.  So…during the summer, I have a sister, my sister Guyla and I, we would…mom and dad and I…the four of us would go to Lewistown from Great Falls and we’d stay overnight, and they’d drop Guyla off for a week, and I’d go home with mom and dad for a week.  And we spent time just with our parents and then after the weekend, or after the week was over, they’d drive ME out there, drop me off at grandmother’s and then Guyla went back with them. So, we each had time with our parents and our grandparents on our own and I think everybody should do that.  It was great!  It should be a thing families do!  Haha!!  Give ‘em the time just with that child.  I think it’s just…get to know ‘em better and…

CZ	And it was just you two in the family?

AH	Unhuh.  My sister and I, yeah, and…but I do remember those…fishing and stories that grandmother told once when I was older that…the down of cattails is what women used for sanitary napkins.  They wrapped it in a cloth and I’m like, gross!  Why would you tell me that?  But, it’s ingenious!!  

CZ	Unhun.  Yeah.

AH	So we’re down there and I’m pulling off the down from the cattail.  Telling me that story I was just like, what? Gross!!  She said, “No, no.  We put it in a cloth and pinned it in.”  Like, wow.  Haha!!!

CZ	So, what else do you remember, do you remember other traditional lessons or things like that?

AH	No, No!   Honestly, totally, totally…

CZ	That’s amazing (story about cattails).  

AH	We lived a white life.  I grew up white and umh…yeah.  I think about, you know, gosh, the traditions of sage or smudging and it’s sad to me, because…I don’t know.  But they also being mixed. But then, my grandmother’s mother, didn’t even speak English.  So, I am thinking, where are the traditions and maybe…I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t say she was silenced or whatever, but she was, because of not able to speak the language, didn’t carry it on as much.  But I’d bet my grandmother probably spoke to her when she was younger.  And then forgot it when she was assimilated into…you know…ah…St. Peter’s Mission.  ‘Cause you know any word that starts with the letter “Ass”...can’t be good.  Haha

CZ	So…I’m thinking about those traditions being lost.  Do you think that…do you think that your mom, your grandmother, would have claimed the white side, just what I am thinking, finding interviews about whether or not it was easier, perhaps…did you ever hear anything like that?

AH	No, uhm, other than I…it wasn’t until I was older and able to think about it that I bet my mom just was white because it…I don’t know maybe it made it easier for her.  But I don’t think my grandmother could have passed as white.  So…there’s that!  HaHa!!

CZ	Umhum, umhum.

AH	You know.  Being a small, dark be-speckled woman!  

CZ	HaHaHaaaa!!!

AH	No, I’m not over it yet.  I was pissed.  I had to see who wrote the book.  And I’m like, who the heck!  Somebody gave them that information, you know.  Neighbor, whatever.

CZ	Umhum.  Yeah, right, right, oh my gosh.

AH	Yeah, I do remember though, that a neighbor, when they lived in Lewistown on West Water Street, 1412 West Water Street.   I’ll always remember that.  Umh…that grandmother was out doing something in the garden and she was like, “What’s your grandmother doing?” and I didn’t even, I probably said what she was doing at the time and she said, “Do you know us other neighbors  watch what she is up to and when she starts planting stuff, we’ll plant stuff.  HaHa!!!  Like, okay!!  HaHa!!

CZ	HaHa!!

AH	And it didn’t even, until I was older again, realize it probably was maybe…just…HaHa!!!  I don’t know!!  

CZ	So, I’m curious, did you experience…what about yourself.  Any prejudice when you were growing up or later on in life?

AH	No, no.  

CZ	Never had anything like that?

AH	No.  It was kind of a funny story and this was my being a dorky kid, and...I look…I think back and I shake my head, my God, how did you survive this world, but…umh…when my mom had passed away and we were clearing out the house there was two, you know, big Tupperware boxes with my name on it, one with my sister’s.  And I’m like…all old artwork from way back, you know.  And I’m just like, oh my God, what do we do with this, I don’t really want it.  And then I come to these little white bags with the valentines we used to decorate at school?  You put your name on it, people drop the valentines in ‘cause they’re all on a border or a wall somewhere.  And I’m pulling them out thinking, oh, I wonder, oh I bet this is my friend that was, Debbie G. at the time, Debra Gunther.  And then I see another Michael G.  and I go, Oh, I bet that’s Mike Garretty and I’m thinking…and there’s a few of them that said, “How…would you like to be my Valentine?”  And I’m like…there sure is a lot of them.  And it brought back a memory that…I stood up one day for Show and Tell and I told everybody I was Indian.  Ha!  And…I’m sure the teacher looked at me like, sit down, what do are you talking about. And then other, maybe Native American kids in the class looking at me like, what is she talking about??  But I kinda told them the story about my grandmother and you know, just coming over here, and like, Lewistown.  Having been picked up by a buggy and taken off to school…and…I’m, I’m just like, Oh my God!  And it probably boiled down to that’s why I ended up with those valentines.  After that I was Indian! Haha!!!

CZ	Haha!!!

AH	But it didn’t, you know, bother me.  Ha!   I don’t think it ever reflected on me at all but… 

CZ	They never…they never said anything that would have been negative?

AH 	No.

CZ	Good.  Well, that’s good.

AH	Yeah, thank goodness.  HaHa!

CZ	You mentioned quite a few names…Ouellettes, Pauls, Fleurys, in addition to the ones you already mentioned.  Are you related to all those families?

AH	I think that the Metis are so related.  So, I don’t know if the name Nicholas Vrooman came up or you know who he is…

CZ	Yes, I do.  

AH	Well…I read his book, The Whole Country Was One Robe, and I’m just blown away when I’m looking through it because I’ve seen these photos that I have, like those cabinet cards of, I’m like, who is, who is this guy?  And…my goodness, I have that photo and I’ve got THAT photo and I’m like, that one looks like about the same time taken as another one I have and…umh…and it was again after mom passed away, and I’ve known that Metis, yes, that we were Metis.  We were Chippewa.  You know, when I definitely, yeah…

CZ	When you were a kid?

AH	Grandma let the cat out of the bag!  HaHa!! 

CZ	HaHa!!!

AH	But…umh…I went up to the library, or up at the…here at the library…the Genealogy Society, with some, with a bag…not like this (points to her bag full of binders with family info and photos)!  ‘Cause this was not put together at this point.  And I don’t want to hear…I want to learn more about my family’s history.  And it was Jen Thompson up there that is who I talked with and she is like, and starts throwing these books out.  And I’m just like, what, what?  I’m like…there’s this whole, like section of their library about the Metis people.  And she was so knowledgeable, and she was friends with Nicholas’s wife Linda.  The she goes…I got to know Jen a little better and she’s like, hey, Nicholas and Linda are coming over.  And I said, “Can I meet them?”  So, I had dinner at my house, I had sister come and, I was married at the time so my husband at the time was there.  And ah…they came and he brought this thumb drive of my family’s genealogy back to the 1600s…

CZ	Oh wow!

AH	And all these other like charts and graphs and this whole, this like this whole spiral graph web of how the families are connected.

CZ	Wow.

AH	And it was wow, I mean it was mind blowing and I even said to my sister Guyla, don’t let me fall all over this guy because I have so many questions, I don’t want to be like this.  Ha!  You know.  But him and his wife were so cool, I just really, really liked her.  She was nice.

CZ	And God bless him, he’s passed away now.  A year or so…

AH	I know.  Yeah.

CZ	Well, you know we should probably let you get to eatin’ lunch and we can look at these pictures later.  

AH	That’s true.  Do you need to get going?

We stay and look at photos and documents from Alisa’s family.
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