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Camey Bertolino (CB) Fergus County Library, Lewistown
By Candi Zion (CZ)
12-30-2020

CZ	Okay, today we are here with Camey Bertolino, and what is your date and place of birth?
CB	Mine is Wheatridge, Colorado, 1966.  
CZ 	Where do you live now?
CB 	Uh, Pryor, Montana.
CZ 	Okay, Pryor, Montana.  What’s your occupation?
CB	I’m a rancher.
CZ	K, what’s your spouse’s name, date, and place of birth?
CB	Mark Bertolino and I think he was born in Red Lodge, Montana.
CZ	And what’s his date of birth?
CB	10-15 of 57.
CZ 	Okay, so I meant to ask you…what is your maiden name?
CB	My maiden name was Habovstak, it’s Czechoslovakian.
CZ	Oh, Czechoslovakian, interesting combination, okay!
CB	Yeah…I know!
CZ 	That’s cool, so Mark…he’s Italian isn’t he?
CB	Yeah, he’s Italian.
CZ 	Okay, and he’s a cattle buyer?
CB	Yep.  
CZ 	K, what are your parent’s and grandparent’s names?
CB	My grandfather…my mother was adopted.  So that’s how we work with the LaTray deal.  She was adopted right when she was born.  From Betty Bear.  And that was Florence Johnson if I remember Lena LaTray, Moses LaTray, and that how it goes.
CZ	Okay, so again, your mom was adopted and…
CB	She was adopted right the day she was born.
CZ 	Adopted by… 
CB	Clarence Leischner.
CZ	Okay, but she was…her lineage was…
CB 	Uh, she was a Bear.
CZ	She was a Bear.
CB	Uhhuh.  
CZ	Bear went back to?
CB 	Went back to Lena LaTray, Florence was her mother and then Lena and then Moses.
CZ	Okay, Florence Bear…
CB	Well if I remember Florence was a Johnson.
CZ	Okay, Florence Johnson, okay.  Make sure I understand this.  So, Florence was….(some overtalk)
CB 	My mom’s biological mother was Betty Bear.  And her mom was Florence, and her mom was Lena.
CZ	Gotcha.
CB	And Moses was her grandfather and Susan was her mother.
CZ	What happened that she was adopted?
CB  	Well…ha ha…you know, I don’t know…my understanding, Betty said she just didn’t like this Lewistown area.  She always felt kinda strange.  But she got pregnant by a guy and you know, it was kinda during that time period that if you weren’t married, you were kind of a breed, I think that had a lot to do with it you know?  And he was an Irish sailor man that had come through during the war.
CZ	Really?
CB	Yeah.  And my mom actually has McKennon the other side of her from Ireland.  So, it’s a heck of a cross!  HaHa!
CZ	Yeah!
CB	But the Irish sailor man came up into the Miles City Lewistown area because of the, and even Great Falls, because of the military during those time periods, so yeah.
CZ	That’s interesting!
CB	So, yeah, my mother was the prodigy of a sailor!  HaHa!
CZ	An Irish sailor, my gosh, wow!  So, tell me a little bit about their ancestry.  They were French?
CB	They were French Canadian, Moses was, and my grandmother was a Chippewa, or my great, great grandmother was a Chippewa.  And her name was Susan Morin.  She was from Turtle Mountain.  And he was from Quebec.  And, I don’t know.  We asked to see how they met, and nobody in the family said how they really met.  I mean the joke was he might have bought her for a pack of cigarettes.
CZ 	chuckles...
CB	I guess that was a real thing back then.  You know…especially being that she was full blooded Chippewa, but we don’t know.  We’d like to think that he loved our grandma!  And I think he did, I think he had a lot of respect for Susan because she was a very industrious woman and had a lot of talents you know.  They ended up having, if I remember right, 12 children, but only 9 of them lived.
CZ	Wow.
CB 	So they kinda had a little bit of a situation there, but I think that’s just normal being out on the plains.  
CZ	So his background was what?
CB	He was a woodhawk, a trapper.  He was a mason, he was a mortician and he was just a builder.
CZ	And what was his ethnicity then? Was he French Canadian or did he have Metis blood himself?
CB	They put him down as just part of the Metis… I don’t know…we’d really have to look into the blood part they always said he was part of the…that he was French.  That’s pretty much what the family always said.  But then during that time period too, you had those Native American tribes up there in those areas that lived like white people.  They lived in homes, they had courthouses, they had everything, you know that we had, that were civilized ‘til the British came in and tried to take over those areas that they started saying you’re not civilized enough.  And that they wanted the land that was already cropped and things like that, and that’s what causes a lot of these ripples.  You’d be surprised how many of them were farmers and they actually lived in communities, they weren’t nomadic like the Plains Indians, these guys were settlers.
CZ	Like the Red River settlement up there, water rights and everything.
CB	Yep, they had a town hall, they had houses, they had their own court systems, they had everything.  So, you know…
CZ	So your female side, Susan, she was full blood Chippewa Cree and did she speak…?
CB	She only spoke her language.  
CZ 	She only spoke her language.  So, she didn’t speak French either?
CB	No, hunha.  But Moses spoke French and several other Indian languages.  But from my understanding she only spoke her language.
CZ 	So she was from Turtle Mountain area- that was where she was from originally then, and ah,  I am assuming that they were very traditional, that she was very traditional?
CB	Very traditional.
CZ	Tell me a little bit about that if you know anything of her lifeways.
CB	You know, she was just a Native American traditional woman, she would take care of the household, and she would do…ah…they had their own ways of doing their own medicines, through their herbs and stuff.  She was familiar with tanning hides and putting up the teepees and consolidating things together so that, you know, the family system would work properly.  Ah…very tightknit you know, cared a lot about her family and her family structure, her husband…
CZ	You said music was a big part of their life?
CB	Music was a big part of their lives, you know, through…Moses played the fiddle, but my understanding is some of the other family members learned to play too.  But music was a huge part, and I think it was for a lot of the generations during that time period.  When you have a hard day of work and you come home and play a little song, you’re not gonna be so crabby.  Haha!
CZ	Chuckles.  Yeah, that’s a good point.  So, tell me about the bangs and the…
CB	So what is it…the bangs and the shots?  (thumbs through papers) Bullets and the bangs!  There it is!  Yeah…bullets and bangs was a meal that they prepared when they had some sort of fun activity or get together in the community hall.  And the bullets was made of meatballs, and the meatballs were rolled in flour and fried up and then they’d make a white gravy with it and then the bangs was the frybread.  And they’d make the frybread and they would just use it …they would just use flour and water and baking powder.  But eventually, later they got introduced to yeast, and they like it a little better with yeast as it makes it lighter, fluffier…not such a heavy bread…yeah…
CZ	Umhuh, umhuh.  So, they came to Montana, what was the reason they came?
CB	They came down with Riel.
CZ	Louis Riel.
CB	Yep. They came down with him during the Rebellion and they were kinda on the border between Canada and Montana.  And they set up a settlement there and they’d go back and forth to Canada, you know, to do the trading with their furs and whatever they were making at the time period to go back and forth.  And they came down in the Red cart which they made out of an old cottonwood tree, and they would cut it, and they would hollow it out.  And then they would make the wheels and an axle.  And…that’s what they used to come down with.  The Red cart. They said it was like the loudest thing you would ever hear when they would come down, because you could hear them from miles away because they had no axle grease.  Just “Roh, roh, roh”, you know.  So, when you’d see these people coming, they were coming with the Red carts.
CZ	And rough probably.
CB	Oh yeah, yeah.  
CZ	So you said that he was trapping furs, woodhawking, and he was going back to Canada and he was trading.  What was he trading back up in there?
CB	You know, we kinda figured he was probably doing whatever he could during that time period.  You know he also worked on the Missouri River on the barges, he also traveled clear up into the…umh…we have records of him going clear as far as…into North Dakota and up into Minnesota and those areas.  I think he even, I think I read he even made it down to Louisiana once.
CZ	Hum!
CB	But, pretty much whatever he could do for work.  The family would always stay in one spot usually and Moses would travel.  And the main headquarters were Zortman, Landusky and then Lewistown.  Lots of Lewistown, and that’s pretty much where the family would reside.  But he always kinda kept them off, it sounded like, where they were with their family members, but they were kinda away from, you know, the hustle and bustle of society.  It sounded to me like he didn’t keep them in close proximity to cities being built or even Ft. Benton or stuff like that that he worked on.  It sounded like it was a distance, ‘cause he always had to travel.  In the things that you read, he left and he didn’t come back until like later in the seasons, you know, is when he’d come back home.  So that’s how he, I think that’s how he kinda worked.  But other family members may have different information, you know, when you are dealing with oral history everybody’s got a little different…
CZ	Little different story…
CB	Different story.  Not too much, I haven’t seen too much variation, but some had different stories.

CZ	And they had 9 surviving children?
CB	I think they, yeah, I am pretty sure there were just 9 that lived.  
CZ	Unhuh, so Susan took care of them while he was gone?
CB	Yeah, she had a houseful of little monsters running around.
CZ 	chuckles.  
CB	But I am sure she kept them really busy, I am sure they had to do chores and stuff.
CZ	Yeah, they’d have a lot of work to do.  So…they settled in Central Montana eventually, you said he was a landowner here?
CB	Yeah, he owned some property here in Lewistown.  Now, I don’t know…it would be in that big book I gave you.
CZ	Okay, we’ll have to take a look…
CB	But it was up by Fox Creek.  And then he eventually sold it and moved back to Zortman.  But that was gosh, somewhere in his 70s or 80s when he sold that, ‘cause he said the town became too big for him.  And he went back to Zortman.
CZ	Well, I saw where he had passed away in the 30s.  Now when he was at Zortman was that more of a place he retired or was he working up there too?
CB	You know…from my understanding that kinda is where the family was.  He landed in Zortman before he came this way (Lewistown) and then he sold that and he decided to go back to Zortman.
CZ	Do we have any idea of time period when these things might have transpired?  Just off the top of your head if you remember.
CB	Would have to be the early 1920s somewhere?
CZ 	Umhum.  So, he passed away in the 30s…
CB	Because he built the…he sold the land I think he had in Zortman, and then he built…and that was when he was here, in Lewistown, and built the first post office.  Here in Lewistown.  
CZ	So he built the first post office.
CB	Unhuh.  
CZ	And you said that family members worked there too?
CB	Yeah, there were a lot of people involved in a lot of that stuff.  Anda a…when they all…hire the Metis they pretty much probably are like when you bring in the Amish or the Hutterite colonies they come in as a family group.  So, you’ll hear about all these other names that tied in with when they did work, you’d hear all these other names that were involved and they were pretty much related to one another somehow, whether through marriage.  It was a daughter, you know, or granddaughter or somebody, but they were pretty much all tied in I think family wise.   But there wasn’t a lot of people back then too you know, so…how could you not be related.
CZ	And they came in the 1870s.
CB	Umhum.  
CZ	So they were early, they were the first draft of people that came through…
CB 	They were early, he came to Lewistown in 1870, and a few years after built the communities first post office.  And then he umnh…, he was supposedly to have been the oldest resident that was still now in Lewistown and that was, in 1983 when this was written about him.  So, umhn…
CZ	Okay, family members wrote this?
CB	Yeah, and then Moses, who was long before the county was formed in 1886, he was here before that, and before the town of Lewistown incorporated.  And that’s when he built the post office, before all that.  And then you’ve got several years like in 1879 as a patriarch they became the largest group of residents having blood strains running back to the early days of the Indians and French forebearers.  And then his residing daughters which was… which was Miss Jo Charletta (sp) of Zortman and that’s when, you know, a lot of the family was in Zortman.
CZ	I wonder, did they work in the mines at all?
CB 	Oh...probably, you know from my understanding like when I was talking to my family members, they did anything they could, you know, to make money.  I mean during that time period you just didn’t pass up an opportunity to have an income coming in, you know, whatever it is, no matter what they did.  You know, and like I said Moses, he was kind of a jack-of-all-trades.  So many different things to take care of his family and he was always busy.  I know like you get into some old story telling, with Charlie Russell and Teddy Blue Abbott and those guys, they knew him.  He knew…who was it…Kid…
CZ	Oh!  Kid Curry!
CB 	Yeah, Kid Curry, he knew those boys, or that boy, and unh, the interesting thing too is that during that time period, the Nez Perce tribe, and it’s written in here you will read, it’s really sad, but when the Nez Perce were traveling, they thought they were in Canada.  During that time period Moses was actually traveling down to Ft. Benton and he was on that same route.  And we looked at that time period, Mark and I did, of when he would have been going down and the Nez Perce would have been headed to Canada.  And he said, “You know I’ll guarantee ya, I’ll bet he was camped with those guys before they got killed”.  And so, he knew the chiefs, he knew the tribes, umnh…there were so many things that the man was about and knew.  And the thing was it sounded like he was never a threat to anybody.  He was always welcomed into camp.  And then he spoke, when we said that he could speak all the native languages, we got to talking, and we said you know I think some of it was sign language.  Because that was kind of the universal language of all Native Americans, sign language. You know, you can go to any reservation and they all have that same sign language.  So…it worked out really well for him to be able to travel and communicate with the other tribes, you know.  But there’s a lot of stuff when you get to reading about these guys, oh my gosh you know.  I can’t even imagine the sadness back then.
CZ	And what about Sitting Bull?  You said there was a story about him?
CB	There is a story about him.  He was actually called into Ft. Benton, because they captured Sitting Bull, and they had Sitting Bull tied outside by a rope that was about 6 feet.  And that’s all the further he could go.  And they knew that he knew Sitting Bull.  Now the reason the family talked about he knew Sitting Bull was because he was actually asked by Sitting Bull to take all his family members up to Canada because the government was after them.  And they knew that if they got caught, the family members of Sitting Bull would have to come in a little quicker.  So according to one of the stories I heard which I think is probably pretty true because it just kinda feels right, they, the Metis and Moses and them guys got his family up into Canada to get them out of the way so the cavalry and those guys wouldn’t, you know, do whatever they were gonna do to them, which who knows.  You know, a lot of them they just killed.  And so, when they captured him at Ft. Benton they called him in.  To talk to him, because he was the only one Sitting Bull would talk to.  He asked for Moses LaTray.  And they talked and…but he would never tell what they talked about.
CZ	Hmh.
CB	He never…he wouldn’t tell them.
CZ	Interesting, so I am curious, we have had a pretty good chat about his background and who he was.  What about your parents and your grandparents?  Do you know much about what experiences they had, did they have much prejudice in school, in the work place?  What was life like for them, and you know you talked about your family relative being an illegitimate child, as you said, a breed, on top of that…must have been really difficult.
CB	You know, all my family members that talk about, you know the 1800s, and into the 1900s, people were too busy to be prejudiced during that time period.  They had too much that they had to do.  They say it’s not at all like you used to see in the movies.  You know, where the Indians weren’t allowed to walk into some place, or the women weren’t allowed to do anything, you know…ahm…all the elders that I have talked to have said it was never that way.  Like what you see in the movies.  Ah, because they need everybody so much back then, they were a vital part of the communities, you know.  They…at least with the Metis, they were…I can’t speak for any other native tribes, and umh, so no, up in this area it never sounded to me like any of my aunts or great aunts, uncles never really ran into it because the Metis really conformed into society.  Umh…they never wanted to be federally recognized because they wanted…they didn’t want…that was one thing they were really adamant on, MY relatives, was not to sign any of their sovereignty over to the government.  You know, they wanted their freedom, they wanted to be a part of the United States of America.  They weren’t looking for any benefits or any land given to them because they were hard workers and they felt they could earn it themselves.  So…what I know is just what is in my family line of the strength and the honor to just be an American.  Ahmmm...I think like with my Grandma Betty, my Mother’s mother, I don’t know…it seemed like she kinda, she just kinda had a tough go.  My mom was born in 47 I think something like that.  I think she is 76 now, would that be about 47?  So, you are looking at the roaring 30s and going into the 50s and I think you’re seeing a little bit more prejudice then during that time period, you know.  Cause when I was growing up in the 60’s I know there was a lot of prejudice in the 60s.  So, but during that early time period, all my family members said that they were all needed, you know.  That they didn’t have to deal with, you know, you can’t go to school .  And you know, he took a lot of time to educate his children.  And they were always well dressed and dressed in modern clothing.  Now Susan, I still have pictures of Susan, his wife and she still wore the traditional, you know, buckskin, and robes type thing.  But his daughters, they wore modern clothing.  
CZ	And they were educated?
CB	And they were educated, yep.  He took a lot of time to make sure that they went to school and they became something.  Not…and I know Moses took a lot of pride in that.  If you’re gonna be a part of, you know, not be subject to the United States government, and stuff, you’ve got to stand up for yourself and get educated.
CZ	You also told me that there was some close mouthedness though.
CB	Yeah.  They would stay within their own communities.  Yeah.  They stayed within their own communities. They didn’t really go out and socialize too much, but I look at like Mark, he’s Italian, Italians kinda stay within their own hubs. Then you got the Metis, you know, I don’t know if that was…I really don’t know why they did that.  I think a lot of it was just social structure, protection, family, and just, you know, just staying within each other’s …you know a lot of people live together they say we are just family.  You know, but…
CZ	Do you think that, I know you said that some of them had written white on some of their records.  Would that be because they weren’t really clear on what their background was or is it easier just to be white?
CB  You know when we looked in, like, it’s even kinda funny because a lot of like Native Americans that are very famous now, I mean they even have a record of Sitting Bull being white, on a census.  Now I don’t know, even, umh…you know, what’s his name, from South Dakota…Crazy Horse’s dad, not Crazy Horse but Red Cloud, was actually on a census of white too and they changed his name.  But when they did the census’s they put down white because they didn’t want people to know that they were Native.  And the white people didn’t want them to, the white people that did the census said well you need to just put down that you are white.  So, a lot of them just changed it to white instead of being Native American. I think that a lot of that had to do with just trying to, oh I don’t know…when you are taking a personal opinion, I think it’s just the government’s way of saying that they never existed that they were actually white people.  
CZ	Hum.  Interesting.
CB	You know that’s just how I look at things.
CZ	Yeah.   Okay now I am curious because you had said earlier about the prejudice that YOU had experienced.  I want to know about what your life was like growing up in the 60s.
CB	You know I lived in Billings, Montana, ha ha!  So, it was tough, it was tough.  My mom was Native American, my dad was Czechoslovakian Jew, you know.  We just kind ended up during the time period of right after…you know you’re not that far off of WWII, and you still have people that don’t like those kind of things, you know, my nose…very Jewish.   You know.
CZ  	Hm, interesting!
CB	Oh yeah!  I mean I’d get rocks thrown at me; I’d get called names.  I remember going to school in the back alley ways just so I didn’t have to walk and wait for the kids to get out of class, so that I could go home, because they’d pick on me so bad when I was a little girl.  
CZ	Andi it was because of your…
CB	My last name.
CZ	Your LAST name is why, isn’t that something, so they didn’t, there was no association with the Metis side at all.
CB	No, just the last name.  So, my mom, she went to Senior High and everybody loved her, you know, but she was a Leischner then too, she wasn’t a Bear.  She took on the last name of Leischner.  But then I knew some girls that were Native American in the 60s and 70s, yeah they …I remember when I owned the store in Pryor in the 90s, they didn’t, the Crow Indians didn’t even think they could go into Costco, and that was in the 90s.
CZ	Hm.  Really.
CB	Yeah.  I said you can go to Costco, you know.
CZ	So you owned a store down on the reservation, in Pryor, what did you do down there?
CB	Had a mercantile.  Yeah.  But they didn’t think that they could…I remember growing up on the rez there and we had wagons.  Indians would actually go back and forth to Pryor in wagons.  And that was in the 70s, you know.  And they still hung their meat out and elders still ran around in their buckskin outfits, you know.  That was the 70s.  That was even the 80s and 90s too because I remember my store, some of the elders would come in full traditional, full traditional.
CZ	But not now.
CB	No, there ain’t too many left.  Might  be 1 or 2 you might see that will still come in in traditional way, but they’re way up there in their 90s now.  Most of them are gone.
CZ	So it looks like from your information that you have done, that your family has done a lot of research about the LaTray family.  You’ve got a lot.
CB	Yeah, we’ve got a lot of books.  We actually helped with the Little Shell Tribe.  Now I don’t remember my cousin, my mom’s cousin, name but he was one of the main, ah, he was actually one of their Chairman at the time when they were running it and this was in 98, 99 something like that.  Maybe early 2000’s. Anyway, she did the genealogy, a lot of the genealogy with the Little Shell Tribe with the LaTray side to show, umh, that there was, that they existed, that they were together as a group.  ‘Cause we had to prove that, you know, we were together and that they weren’t scattered, ‘cause they were always saying that well you know, they’re scattered all over the United States some.  But most of them are still right here in this main pocket.  You know between Lewistown, and then up on the Hi-Line, you know.  A lot of them, and Anaconda’s got a lot of them, in Anaconda too.  But…
CZ	And you said Winifred, too.
CB	Winifred, Zortman, Zurich, and there are even some that are on the Blackfoot Reservation!
CZ	Yes, yes.
CB	You know, and there’s a lot of them.  And you get into old history and there’s a lot of them called Latraille, they weren’t called LaTray and they’ve shortened the name down to LaTray but they were called Latraille was the original sound of it, but…I don’t know, I think what they went through was pretty tough.  I couldn’t imagine it.  They said that, Teddy Blue Abbott said that when he’d come to town, in his book, he said that he always knew Moses was in town because he’d see his mule tied up outside the bar there.  And he says he always knew he wasn’t a liar because he’d tell the same story over and over again.  
CZ	HaHa!!!  That’s great!
CB	So he was well known by a lot of people.  But you know back then we were just people.  We weren’t famous ‘til we died!  We weren’t famous ‘til we died!
CZ 	Well Camey, we’re right to the end of our interview, I appreciate your time so much.
CB	Okay.  Well, look through those books.  You’ll find some good stuff in there.
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