
10 Years Later: Montana Land Information Act (MLIA)



PRE - MLIA TIMELINE
1982 – The 
Montana 

Governor’s 
Council on 

Management –
called for greater 
coordination and 
sharing of natural 
resource agencies

1983 – Montana 
Legislature 

created the NRIS 
and NHP 
Programs

1985 – Montana 
Interagency 
Information 
Processing 

Coordinating 
Group was 
established

1987 CERCLA 
gave funding to 

create a GIS 
program at MSL-
Natural Resource 

Information 
Program

1997 Montana 
Geographic 
Information 

Council (MGIC) 
Established by 

Montana 
Executive Order

2003 – Montana 
Legislature 

Passed MITA

2004 – MAGIP 
was created



MLIA TIMELINE

Spring 2005:
Act passed by 
the Montana 
Legislature

July 2005:
MLIA Council 

Established, MLIA 
Accounts 

established, and 
collections begin

Sept. 2006
Finalization of 
Administrative 

rule

January 15, 
2007:

First Official 
MLIA Land 

Plan published

February 2007:
The First Grant 
Applications of 
the MLIA were 

accepted

May 2007:
The first MLIA 

Grant 
Applicants 

were 
prioritized and 

awarded. 

July 2007:
First Round of 
MLIA Grants 

begin

Fall 2011:
The Council 

decides to set 
aside a 

specified 
amount for 

development 
of the MSDI

Fall 2011:
BMSC officially 

merged in 
with MSL

http://geoinfo.msl.mt.gov/GIS_Community/GIS_Coordination/Land_Information_Plans






$0.00

$2,000.00

$4,000.00

$6,000.00

$8,000.00

$10,000.00

$12,000.00
Be

av
er

he
ad

Bi
g 

Ho
rn

Bl
ai

ne
Br

oa
dw

at
er

Ca
rb

on
Ca

rt
er

Ca
sc

ad
e

Ch
ou

te
au

Cu
st

er
Da

ni
el

s
Da

w
so

n
De

er
 L

od
ge

Fa
llo

n
Fe

rg
us

Fl
at

he
ad

Ga
lla

tin
Ga

rf
ie

ld
Gl

ac
ie

r
Go

ld
en

 V
al

le
y

Gr
an

ite Hi
ll

Je
ffe

rs
on

Ju
di

th
 B

as
in

La
ke

Le
w

is 
&

 C
la

rk
Li

be
rt

y
Li

nc
ol

n
M

ad
iso

n
M

cC
on

e
M

ea
gh

er
M

in
er

al
M

iss
ou

la
M

us
se

lsh
el

l
Pa

rk
Pe

tr
ol

eu
m

Ph
ill

ip
s

Po
nd

er
a

Po
w

de
r R

iv
er

Po
w

el
l

Pr
ai

rie
Ra

va
lli

Ri
ch

la
nd

Ro
os

ev
el

t
Ro

se
bu

d
Sa

nd
er

s
Sh

er
id

an
Si

lv
er

 B
ow

St
ill

w
at

er
Sw

ee
t G

ra
ss

Te
to

n
To

ol
e

Tr
ea

su
re

Va
lle

y
W

he
at

la
nd

W
ib

au
x

Ye
llo

w
st

on
e

Average Monthly Collections by County
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Initial observations on MLIA Collections

• The account has been very volatile during the first 10 years with returns 
ranging from a low of $722,000 (FY2014) to a high of $1,015,000 (FY2007).  

• While FY2016 was a better year for collections, it was still well below 
average.  Average annual collections since inception are $859,000, but over 
the last 5 years collections average just $804,000.  This may be the new 
normal. 

• Traditionally MSDI development and support plus GIS coordination costs 
run about $650,000 and our target is to grant out at least $250,000 
(though $300,000 would be preferred).  With recent low collections we 
have budgeted just over $550,000 for MSDI Coordination and $200,000 for 
grants. 

• We need to better understand external factors impacting collection to 
better predict account balances from year to year.



Awarded MLIA Grants 
Fiscal Years 2008 - 2017

Reservation

City

County

MSDI/State
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Success Stories

• Funded Stewardship of some of the MSDI Themes
• i.e: Cadastral, Administrative Boundaries, Structures & Addressing

• Swan Valley Elementary: developed onsite capacity to operate a 
geographical information system for teaching and community access. 

• Town of Shelby: Utility Mapping/Data Collection
• Liberty County: CORS (Continual Operating Reference) Station 
• Confederated Salish Kootenai Tribes – Flathead Reservation – Battle 

Site Locations



Initial observations on MLIA Granting

• Funds available for granting have been impacted by several years of low 
collections but we hope to be able to make at least $250,000 available in 
FY2017.

• There seems to be no shortage of projects if funding is available.
• We have to do a better job of outreach to Tribal governments.
• We struggle with measuring the impact of the MLIA funds spent to date. 

• While our framework layers have matured into much more complete and reliable 
datasets over the last 10 years we don’t have much hard data to support that…yet.    

• Measuring the impact of local investments may be even more challenging.  We will 
be trying to figure that one out and we are interested in any suggestions any of you 
may have.



Thank You!

• Evan Hammer, Digital Library Director
• ehammer@mt.gov

• Erin Fashoway, State GIS Coordinator
• efashoway@mt.gov
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