
FY 2013 PLS Data Elements 

New and Changed 
 
New:  
 
1. Circulation of Electronic Materials – The total annual circulation of all electronic materials 
 
Definition: 
Electronic Materials are materials that are distributed digitally and can be accessed via a computer, the 
Internet, or a portable device such as an e-book reader.  Types of electronic materials include e-books 
and downloadable electronic video and audio files.  Electronic Materials packaged together as a unit and 
checked out as a unit are counted as one unit.  
 
Note:  Do not include databases. 
 
***** 
Additional information 
 
Rationale: We would like to see this placed in the survey because of the great increase in electronic 
materials. Adding this statistic would allow us to calculate electronic materials circulation as a 
percentage of total circulation (Item # 550). This is a trend worth measuring on a national level. (The 
definition borrows from electronic materials collection, item #451.) 
 
Definitions for 550 Total Circulation and 551 Children's Circulation will remain the same with all formats 
including electronic.  Circulation of Electronic Materials will be another subset of Total Circulation as is 
Children's Circulation.  Respondents will continue to report Total and Children's as before. 
 
This new item would be added under “Services” as 552 Circulation of Electronic Materials.  ILL numbers 
“552 Provided to” and “553 Received From” would be changed to “553 Provided to and “554 Received 
From.”  
 

Changed: 
 
1. #451 Electronic Books (E-Books)  
E-books are digital documents (including those digitized by the library), licensed or not, where 
searchable text is prevalent, and which can be seen in analogy to a printed book (monograph). Include 
non-serial government documents. E-books are loaned to users on portable devices (e-book readers) or 
by transmitting the contents to the user’s personal computer for a limited time. Include e-books held 
locally and remote e-books for which permanent or temporary access rights have been acquired. Report 
the number of physical or electronic units, including duplicates, for all outlets. For smaller libraries, if 
volume data are not available, the number of titles may be counted. E-books packaged together as a 
unit (e.g., multiple titles on a single e-book reader) and checked out as a unit are counted as one unit. 
 

http://plsc.pbworks.com/w/page/7422575/550 Total Circulation


Report the number of units. Report only items the library has selected as part of the collection (exclude 
public domain / uncopyrighted e-books that have unlimited access. 
 
NOTE: For purposes of this survey, units are defined as “units of acquisition or purchase”. The “unit” is 
determined by considering whether the item is restricted to a finite number of simultaneous users or an 
unlimited number of simultaneous users. 
 
Finite simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of simultaneous 
usages acquired (equivalent to purchasing multiple copies of a single title). For example, if a library 
acquires a title with rights to a single user at a time, then that item is counted as 1 “unit”; if the library 
acquires rights to a single title for 10 simultaneous users, then that item is counted as 10 “units” 
 
Unlimited simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of titles acquired. 
For example, if a library acquires a collection of 100 books with unlimited simultaneous users, then that 
collection would be counted as 100 “units”.  
 
 
2. #453 Audio – Downloadable Units  
These are downloadable electronic files on which sounds (only) are stored (recorded) and that can be 
reproduced (played back) electronically. 
 
Report the number of units.  Report only items the library has selected as part of the collection. 
 
NOTE: For purposes of this survey, units are defined as “units of acquisition or purchase”. The “unit” is 
determined by considering whether the item is restricted to a finite number of simultaneous users or an 
unlimited number of simultaneous users. 
 
Finite simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of simultaneous 
usages acquired (equivalent to purchasing multiple copies of a single title). For example, if a library 
acquires a title with rights to a single user at a time, then that item is counted as 1 “unit”; if the library 
acquires rights to a single title for 10 simultaneous users, then that item is counted as 10 “units” 
 
Unlimited simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of titles acquired. 
For example, if a library acquires a collection of 100 books with unlimited simultaneous users, then that 
collection would be counted as 100 “units”.  
 
 
3. #455 Video – Downloadable Units  
These are downloadable electronic files on which moving pictures are recorded, with or without sound. 
Electronic playback reproduces pictures, with or without sound, using a television receiver, computer 
monitor or video-enabled mobile device. 
 
Report the number of units.  Report only items the library has selected as part of the collection. 
 
NOTE: For purposes of this survey, units are defined as “units of acquisition or purchase”. The “unit” is 
determined by considering whether the item is restricted to a finite number of simultaneous users or an 
unlimited number of simultaneous users. 
 



Finite simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of simultaneous 
usages acquired (equivalent to purchasing multiple copies of a single title). For example, if a library 
acquires a title with rights to a single user at a time, then that item is counted as 1 “unit”; if the library 
acquires rights to a single title for 10 simultaneous users, then that item is counted as 10 “units” 
 
Unlimited simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of titles acquired. 
For example, if a library acquires a collection of 100 books with unlimited simultaneous users, then that 
collection would be counted as 100 “units”.  
 
 
***** 
Added information: 
 
Library Collections (Items 450 - 455) (Redefine e-collections ‘unit’ of purchase for unlimited use of 
titles.)  There are no written changes for 450 Print Materials, 452 Audio – Physical Units, & 454 Video – 
Physical Units. 
 
NOTE: For purposes of this survey, units are defined as “units of acquisition or purchase”. The “unit” is 
determined by considering whether the item is restricted to a finite number of simultaneous users or an 
unlimited number of simultaneous users. 
 
Finite simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of simultaneous 
usages acquired (equivalent to purchasing multiple copies of a single title). For example, if a library 
acquires a title with rights to a single user at a time, then that item is counted as 1 “unit”; if the library 
acquires rights to a single title for 10 simultaneous users, then that item is counted as 10 “units” 
 
Unlimited simultaneous use: units of acquisition or purchase is based on the number of titles acquired. 
For example, if a library acquires a collection of 100 books with unlimited simultaneous users, then that 
collection would be counted as 100 “units”.  
 
 


