


In her memo to this commission dated Sept. 26, 2012, State Librarian Jennie
Stapp includes a comment from Harold Blattie, executive director of MACo,
that the counties would oppose any legislation that ¢ “gifted levy control’ > to
library boards. The “gift” here was to loce zovernments as it was legislative
confusion that removed the exemption brary boards had possessed since
1895, according to testimony by State Librarian Karen Straege before the
House Select Committee on Feb. 6,2001. Also, Mr. Blattie’s predecessor,
Gordon Morris, told the committee that MACo wanted to operate under the
present law. Story, at that me ing, said the law creal 1g boards and their
taxing authority were cre. ed together.



